
 

 

City guide: Xiamen 
 

 

 
 

General 
Xiamen, located in Fujian province, is a 
port city in the prosperous south-eastern 
region of China which is of great strategic 
importance to the nation. “Xiamen” literally 
translates into English as “door to the 
house”, emphasising its position as a 
gateway to China for centuries. With much 
of the city located on Xiamen Island, the 
city is surrounded by water, providing a 
unique yet scenic living experience. 
Xiamen is also one of the closest cities in 
China to Taiwan, and as a result receives 
the highest amount of investment from the 
region of all Chinese cities. 
With an area of 1,699.39 square 
kilometres (656.14 sq mi) and a population 
of 3.67 million, Xiamen is not one of the 
biggest cities in China by any stretch. 
Nevertheless, this factor does not 
undermine its stature. The city was ranked 
as China’s second “most suitable city for 
living” in 2006, with its coastal location 
allowing the smog to escape where it 
perhaps would not inland. Additionally, it 
was voted as China’s “most romantic 
leisure city” in 2011, a feat also largely 
down to the fact it is surrounded by the 
breezy shores. 

 

Industry and Economy 
The Gross Domestic Product (GDP) of 
Xiamen stood at 435.1 billion RMB in 
2017, which was an increase of 15% from 
the previous year. The GDP per capita 
standing of the city stood was at 109,740 
RMB in the same year. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Like most Chinese cities, Xiamen 
remained broadly unaffected by the 
international financial crisis in 2008. Its 
growth has since remained largely the 
same and highly sustainable, although 
very recently its growth has become 
more consumer-driven rather than 
investment-driven, as is the case with 
much of China. 

 

The city also runs multiple economic and 
technological development zones, such 
as the Xiangyu Free Trade Zone and the 
Xiamen Export Processing Zone. The 
Xiamen Special Economic Zone is one of 
five of such areas in China aimed at 
attracting FDI to the city through relaxed 
regulation policies. 

 

In terms of specific industries, Xiamen’s 
primary economic activities include 
fishing, shipbuilding, food processing, 
tanning, textiles, machine tool 
manufacturing, chemical industries, 
telecommunications and financial 
services. Obviously, the city’s 
geographical location plays a large part 
in its economic success. 

 
Xiamen also hosts the China 
International Fair for Investment and 
Trade, which is held annually in early 
September. 

“Xiamen was 
ranked as 

China’s second 
“most suitable 

city for living” in 
2017” 

 
 

 

 

Kite-surfing 
(above) is hugely 

popular in 
Xiamen due to its 

sandy beaches 



 

 

 

Bars and Clubs 
 

The city’s nightlife is very affordable 
in comparison to Beijing and 
Shanghai, yet still remains vibrant 
and diverse. 

 
The main area for nightlife is 
undoubtedly Haiwan Park which lies 
next to Yuandang Lake. Here you 
will find a variety of pubs and clubs, 

 
For a more expat-orientated drinking 
environment, there are a number of 
places in Xiamen which should suit 
your needs. Xiamen Sports Café, 
The Londoner and Me and You 2 are 
all generally busy with expats, each 
selling imported beers often with 
special offers. 

 

Shopping 
 

As is the case in much of the 
developing cities of China, Xiamen 
offers shoppers plenty of choice due 
to the ever-growing list of large 
malls. SM City Plaza, Xiamen Huli 
Wanda Plaza and Ruijing Shopping 
Plaza all offer a wide-range of 
domestic and international stores 
and restaurants inside. 

 
As a very cosmopolitan city by 
Chinese standards, there is plenty of 
choice if you require your favourite 
imported goods from foreign 
supermarkets. Carrefours are doted 
around the city, with most having an 
entire section dedicated to imports 
from all over the world. In addition, 
German chain Metro are very 
prominent in the city and have a 
huge hypermarket near to the 
airport. Further stores which feature 
foreign goods are Merry Season and 
the English-orientated Tasty Life. 

 
For more localised shopping, check 
out the Xiamen University Area, host 
of various small clothes & accessory 
shops. Longtou Road on Gulangyu 
Island specialises more in arts & 
craft souvenirs, with many items 
calligraphy and antique based. 

Places of Interest 

What does Xiamen have to offer in terms 

of sight-seeing? 

The coast of course plays a large part in 

forming the make-up of Xiamen’s 

sightseeing, and, although a stroll along 

the beach will never let you down, there 

are plenty of actual attractions situated 

along the shores. Places such as Sunlight 

Rock (right) and Yundang Lake provide 

beautiful scenery, including, in the case of 

the former, ancient Ming and Qing 

dynasty temples which are a must-visit. 

Hulishan Fortress, built in 1891, is a 

spectacular place surrounded by granite 

walls. Famous for its cannons, it was 

originally built to fend off foreign 

imperialists. 

Somewhat uniquely, the city also hosts its 

own crocodile farm which features over 

2,300 crocodiles from all over the world 

including the Nile & the Congo Rivers. 

 
Dining 

 
People in Xiamen, as a coastal city, tend 
to eat a lot of dishes revolving around 
seafood. Such famous dishes include 
oyster omelettes, Xiamen fish balls, sea 
worm jellys, crab porridge. Other famous 
dishes are largely noodle-based, such as 
the delicious Xiamen glass noodles. 

 

If you are looking down the street food 
route in Xiamen, there are many local 
dishes scattered around Zhongshan Rd 
(the Pedestrian Shopping district) and 
Lun Du (the harbour which leads to 
Gulangyu island). 

 
Meanwhile, Western cuisine is covered 
well here. From Italian to French to South 
American, your needs should be met. 

 
If you prefer to eat Chinese cuisine, there 

are multiple regional food styles available 

in the city. The popular Sichuan cuisine is 

well catered for, as is Hong Kong style 

food. It goes without saying that Fuijian 

restaurants are available in abundance. 

 

 
 

Transport 
 

Xiamen Gaoqi International Airport 
(XMN) lies about 20 minutes drive 
away from downtown and hosts both 
domestic and international airlines. The 
airport now runs direct flights to and 
from Amsterdam through KLM. 

 

An important railway centre linking the 
east of China with the south and north, 
Xiamen has seen a lot of recent 
investment in its railway infrastructure 
in recent years. Just recently, the 
Shenzhen-Xiamen fast-speed rail link 
has opened, shortening the train 
journey time between the two cities by 
80%. You can also get a bullet train 
from Xiamen to Fuzhou, which then 
leads to Shanghai and Hangzhou. 

 
The city’s bus system consists of 
school bus routes and regular routes 
which cover downtown and suburban 
areas. Buses cost usually 1 Yuan, and 
are only more expensive for longer 
journeys. The routes are rarely listed in 
English unfortunately for foreigners. 

 
Xiamen recently began to construct its 
long-awaited Metro system. By 2017 
some lines should be operational, 
firstly Line 1. Eventually 6 lines are 
expected to operate in the city. 

 
Taxis are considerably cheaper than 
their Western counterparts in Xiamen. 
The starting fee for a Xiamen taxi is 
CNY8; while the distance surcharge 
varies from CNY1.5–2 per additional 
km. 



 

Xiamen emergency numbers 
Fire department: 119 

Police: 110 
Ambulance: 120 

Traffic Accident: 122 

 
 

 
Parking 
Parking spaces can be very limited in Xiamen and 
there is hardly any free parking available downtown. 
In the centre of the city, hotels and other large 
building complexes are good places to find a 
parking spot. Spaces are priced at usually around 3 
Yuan per hour; however, you can often get 
discounts for long-term stays. If you wish to rent 
your own parking spot, you will be looking at paying 
roughly 400 Yuan a month. 

 

Pets 
You are usually only allowed to bring one pet with 
you to China per adult passport. If you are planning 
on taking your pet with you, you will need to ensure 
you have all relevant health and vaccination 
certificates in order. In addition, you will need to 
provide your Chinese residential details. Once your 
pet arrives, it will have to be placed in between 15- 
30 days of quarantine in order to be checked upon. 
Whether or not you can keep your pet in your 
house/apartment is up to your landlord – therefore it 
is essential to ask their permission prior to your 
arrival. The regulation since 2012 says big dogs are 
not allowed in the city, and the definition of big is in 
excess of 1 meter tall. Thus, you need to ask for the 
permission from the local police as well if you think 
your dog is big. 

 

PSB 
Upon arrival in China, you will also need to register 
yourself with your local public security bureau 
(usually a police station), to ensure the Chinese 
authorities know that you are living here legally. 

 

Garbage Disposal 
Garbage will be disposed of in the relevant 
containers as provided by your building. Even for 
bigger garbage or recyclables, these can also be 
left at the same garbage site and maintenance will 
take care of it. 

 

Voltage 
In China, the voltage is 220-240V. Standard Type 
A, common Type I and Type C plugs can be used in 
this outlet. If you have appliances requiring 110V, 
you will easily find step-down voltage converters. 

 
 

 
 
 

Part of Hulishan Fortress (above), 
which overlooks the city coast 

 
Schools 
There are a few international schools in Xiamen. These include 
The Xiamen International School (XIS), which implements the 
International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme (IB). The 
Manila Xiamen International School is another place you can 
educate your child as an expat, also offering the IB programme. 
The XIS is the more expensive school. 

 

Doctor 
Xiamen has been a pioneer in China when it comes to 

establishing English-speaking medical practices. Chang Gung 

Hospital, a Taiwanese and foreign owned hospital, was the first 

of its kind on the China mainland and most staff speak English. 

It enjoys a high reputation for its cleanliness and service. The 

City Medical Consultancy provides high quality care for 

expatriates – be they residents or passing business people. 

Other hospitals have English-speaking staff of course, but are 

not specially catered for foreigners. 

Mailing 
When sending post from Xiamen abroad, you will need to go 

the local post office. If you are not fluent in Mandarin, it’s better 

to go the big post office at the Bell Tower as the staff at that 

branch can speak English. Alternatively, you may wish to call a 

delivery company to come and pick up your post for you. DHL, 

FedEx, and UPS all have offices in Xiamen – however the cost 

is normally higher than China Post. 

Internet 
If you are worried about internet accessibility – fear not, VPNs 

are very accessible. Internet services are commonly provided 

by your landlord, and if this is the case the cost will be included 

in your rent. If you wish to obtain a faster service, this can be 

done by contacting your Maxxelli consultant. 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Domestic Help 
 

 
 
 

The SM City Plaza (below) 
is one of Xiamen’s main 

shopping hubs 
 
 

 

At the moment, Maxxelli Xiamen does not provide 
services for finding ayi for the client. However, we 
do not mind asking around for you. Normally, you 
can find a good ayi for a decent price through 
another ayi who works for expats. 

 

Banking 
 

Consider opening a Chinese bank account. 
Opening one in China can be complicated if the 
bank employs no English speakers. Therefore, 
again, a translator would be recommended. This 
article will provide a more detailed, step-by-step 
guide in opening a Chinese bank account. 

 

Telecommunication 
 

It is recommended to buy a local SIM card if your 
phone isn’t locked to other networks. If your phone 
is locked and you want to buy a Chinese one, there 
are tons of stores selling inexpensive phones 
everywhere. There are two main mobile phone 
operators in China: China Mobile and China 
Unicom. China Unicom is popular these days due 
to their good promotions and faster 3G connection. 

 

For further information on 
living and working in China, 
please check out the Maxxelli 
Consulting .All of the 
information listed in the 
Xiamen City Guide can be 
found in detail there. 

http://maxxelli-consulting.com/expats-how-to-open-a-chinese-bank-account/
http://maxxelli-blog.com/2013/08/23629/
http://maxxelli-consulting.com/
http://maxxelli-consulting.com/


 

 

 

Tenant Lease Information 
 

Below are the common issues and misconceptions throughout China. Maxxelli will attempt to alleviate any 
stresses felt from these items, and have tools and systems to ensure efficiency, but the items listed may vary 
greatly and are important to understand. Please be sure to ask your Maxxelli Consultant for any further 
explanations. 

 

Property Representation 
Open Market –Unlike many Western 
Countries, landlords in China are free to list 
their property with as many agents as they 
wish. This means Maxxelli has access to 
nearly any property available, regardless of 
whether or not it’s listed in our database 
currently. 

 
Rental Rates 
Local agencies list Net rental prices which do 
not include tax or compound management 
fees. Maxxelli will always list the Gross Rental 
price. Your Property Schedule will list clearly 
what’s included in the Gross Rental! 

*Note: If your company is paying rent, 
the rental must usually include taxes 
and management fees*. 
“Management Fees” as mentioned by 
our Consultants are compound 
management fees (condo fees) and 
are not a Maxxelli management fee. 

 

Requests for Property Alterations 
Properties in China usually come fully 
decorated and furnished. Negotiating for 
changes is possible, but it is entirely 
dependent on the situation and is likely to 
cause an increase in rental. Not all landlords 
are willing to renovate or move/add furniture 
and inexpensive storage options are not 
readily available. Even something as simple 
as hanging a painting on the wall may require 
landlord permission. 

Satellite 

Foreign Satellite TV is non-government sponsored 
for residential use in China. The available systems 
are pirated, unstable, and need constant upgrading 
to keep up with efforts to block piracy via 
technological advances. Even if your property has a 
satellite or your landlord agrees to install one, 
please be prepared to maintain the costs of this unit 
personally. Should your property not have one and 
you wish to have one installed, we can provide the 
necessary contacts. 

 

Online Housing Sources 

There are numerous online housing sources 
available. It is important to remember that the 
majority of what is seen online is either fake, out of 
date, or local agents searching for new leads and 
doing a “bait and switch.” If you do find something 
online of course do not hesitate to send it to your 
Maxxelli representative, but please remember there 
is an very high chance that this property is falsely 
advertised. 

 

Customer Service 
At move-in, we’ll show you how to use appliances 
and check the condition of the property with you, as 
well as show you around the compound, introduce 
you to the management office, and show you where 
to pay bills. Following the move-in you will be 
assigned one Customer Service Agent for the length 
of your lease. 

 
 
 

 



 

 

 

Maxxelli Relocation Products 
 

At Maxxelli we strive to be the best in the industry and are always searching for ways to innovate in order to 
better serve our clients throughout our entire network. Below there is our website that have evolved over the 
years to support the expat community. These were created with the sole purpose of making your life in China 
more efficient 

 

 
 

 

Maxxelli Consulting 
http://maxxelli-consulting.com 

 
All of the information in the above City Guide can 

be found in detail on the Maxxelli Consulting 
website. If you do not find what you are looking for, 
please let your Maxxelli Consultant know – We will 

create a blog article matching your needs. 
 

http://maxxelli-consulting.com/

