
 

City guide: Wuhan 
 

 

General 

Located in the middle of China, 

Wuhan is the capital city of Hubei 

province and is known as “the 

nine provinces leading 

thoroughfare” because of its key 

role in transportation. Wuhan’s 

location, with the distance to 

Beijing, Shanghai and 

Guangzhou being more or less 

equal, has established its role as 

a transportation hub. Not only 

does Wuhan play a key role in air 

and rail travel, but due to its 

location on the Yangtze and Han 

River it also has a lot of ferry 

traffic. The Yangtze River, the 

third largest river in the world and 

the Han River divide Wuhan into 

three independent parts- Hankou, 

Wuchang and Hanyang. Also 

known locally as the “Three 

Towns of Wuhan”. Hankou is 

known as the Economical Center, 

Wuchang as the political and 

cultural center and Hanyang as 

the new development zone. 

 
Wuhan has in the past drawn 

comparisons to Chicago, 

because of its economic, 

cultural, and educational 

 

 
influence, and has even been 

called the “Chicago of China”. 

There are a large number of state 

universities and colleges in 

Wuhan, including Wuhan 

University, Huazhong University 

of Science and Technology, and 

Wuhan University of Technology. 

 
Along with Chongqing, Nanjing 

and Nanchang, Wuhan is 

commonly known as one of four 

Furnaces of China. Spring & 

Autumn are generally short and 

only lasts a few weeks. Summer 

usually lasts for three months, 

June, July and August with 

oppressive humidity. With 

temperatures sitting as high as 

40 °C. On the plus side, winters 

are not too bitterly cold like some 

of China’s northern cities, and the 

lowest average temperature is 

only around 0°C, however again 

due to the humidity it is likely to 

feel a little colder. 

Wuhan has a 

key role in 

China’s 

transportation 

system 

Wuhan railway 

station (above) 



 

 

Industry 

Wuhan, like much of China is 

developing at breakneck speed. 

In 2017, the nominal GDP of 

Wuhan was 1,341 billion RMB. 

At present, Wuhan has 

established 3 state-level 

development zones: Wuhan East 

Lake Hi-Tech Development 

Zone, 

 
Wuhan Economic and 

Technological Development 

Zone and finally the Wuhan 

Wujiashan Economic and 

Technological Development 

Zone. Wuhan has also attracted 

about 50 French companies, 

which accounts for over one third 

of French investment in China. 

Making Wuhan city with the 

 
highest level of French 

investment in any Chinese city. 

Wuhan’s major industries include 

automobile, manufacturing, steel 

manufacturing, new 

pharmaceutical sector, biology, 

engineering and new materials 

industry. 

 

Bars and Restaurants 

Wuhan is known for having a unique range of bars, 

from your typical large clubs that will be found in 

larger Chinese cities to small dive bars. If you’re 

looking for a more Western style bar try the Brussels 

Beer Garden or the Toucan Irish Pub. Vox club is the 

place to go if you want to see live music, particularly 

international acts, and is frequented by musicians 

and university students. However if you’re wanting to 

enjoy a more private and quiet setting, try Chloe Bar 

a stylish wine bar located near the Marco Polo hotel, 

another good choice will be the Blue Sky café bar, 

which is located in the central of the Wuhan CBD 

and has live music on weekends. If bars are not your 

thing and you just want to enjoy a nice coffee or 

good wine with your friends, there are several 

 
 

choices in Wuhan. The Tiandi compound is a nice 

area near by the Wuhan marshland; it is a quiet and 

chic place where you can find some nice cafes. 

 
Besides its range of bars, Wuhan also has some 

fantastic Western style restaurants. Including The 

French Crepe House and The Steak Hut (with very 

self-explanatory names!), The Aloha, and the Café 

Figaro, a French styled restaurant is known for its 

steak and snails along with other cuisine just to 

name a few. However if it’s local cuisine you’re 

looking for, you cannot go past the famous 

“Breakfast Alley” where you can go to enjoy all the 

local cuisine you desire!  

Shopping 

The Wuhan International Plaza Shopping Centre is 

so easy to find. There are many famous designer 

brands, such as Louis Vitton, and Tiffany. Jianghan 

Road Pedestrian Street is old but fashionable, you 

can find ancient building here with some new shops. 

At the south of Wuhan, you will find some new 

modern area, such as Chuhehanjie. If you are 

looking for some comfort foods to remind you of 

home, you can find dairy products, wines, and 

chocolate among other foreign imports in the foreign 

supermarkets available to you in Wuhan. Currently 

Wall-Mart, 

 
Carrefour and Charoen Pokphand Lotus are your 

best bet.  

 



 

 

Places of Interest 

Being very rich in history, you can find both 

historically important places and natural landscape in 

Wuhan city. If it’s history that you’re after try 

checking out Wuhan Museum, Hubei Museum, the 

famed Yellow Crane Tower or the Wuhan 1911 

Revolution Museum. If you feel like a bit of culture 

take a trip to the Wuhan Art Museum or Hubei 

Museum of Art. 

 
However if you’re craving outside time, then the East 

lake Scenic Area is where you need to go. The East 

Lake, 73 square kilometers, is the largest city lake in 

China, which was selected by the National Tourism 

Administration in 2000. There are four scenic spots: 

Tingtao (Which means listening to the waves), 

Moshan (Millstone Hill), Luoyan Island and Chuidi 

Hill. Moshan is the most attractive location with 

 

 
flowers blooming all year round, Sakura in spring, 

lotus in summer, osmanthus in autumn and plum 

blossom in winter. 

 

 

 

Dining 

As the key thoroughfare to nine 

provinces, Wuhan has mixed 

together various habits and 

customs from surrounding cities. 

We could say Wuhan dining has 

no specific characteristics of its 

own, a little Sichuan, a little 

Guangzhou. But Wuhan’s 

breakfast is very famous and for 

only 1 dollar you can find yourself 

a delicious local breakfast! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In Wuhan, there are at least 30 

different foods available for 

breakfast. Such as Hot Noodles 

with Sesame Paste, Chinese 

Doughnuts and sweet rice wine, 

 
plus many, many more. If you 

wish to try the famed local foods, 

go to the Hubu Lane Breakfast 

Alley which is an ancient lane 

dating from the Ming Dynasty. 

There you will find including 

seventy kinds of breakfasts, thirty 

of which are local. 

Transport 

Tianhe International Airport is the 

city’s airport, in 2011 the airport 

began developments, estimated 

to cost over USD2.3 billion. 

Upgrades included adding a 

runway and terminal building. 

Tianhe is now said to be the 

fourth largest Chinese 

international airport after Beijing, 

Shanghai and Guangzhou, and 

boasts a 12 hours direct flight to 

Paris! 

Presently, there are three major 

railway stations in Wuhan: the 

 
Hankou Railway Station, the 

Wuchang Railway Station and 

the Wuhan Railway Station. 

Wuhan has high-speed links to 

Beijing, Shanghai and 

Guangzhou with a high-speed 

line to Chongqing completed in 

2014. 

For transport around the city, 

subways and taxis are the best 

way to go. Currently there are nine 

metro lines, measuring around 

288 km. By 2021, the rail transit 

line will reach 400 kilometers (250 

miles) in the city. Wuhan subway 

is scheduled to have 32 lines with 

a length of 1,200 kilometers (746 

miles) by the end of 2049, which 

accounts for over 55% of the city's 

public transportation. 

Taxis will remain a necessary 

mode of transport.  



 

 

Parking 

In the center of the city, you can park the car near 

the street, and the fee of parking is 3RMB for the first 

hour, and then 4RMB per hour after that. However, 

you can get a discount for long-term stays, for 

example, 25RMB for one day. If you wish to park in 

the shopping mall car parks, the parking price will be 

more expensive, usually somewhere in the vicinity of 

5RMB to 8RMB per hour. If you are looking to rent 

your own parking spot by your house, you can 

expect to pay upwards of around 300RMB per 

month. 
 

 

 
Pets 

You are usually only allowed to bring one pet with 

you to China per adult passport. If you are planning 

on taking your pet with you, you will need to ensure 

you have all relevant health and vaccination 

certificates in order. In addition, you will need to 

provide your Chinese residential details. Once your 

pet arrives, it will have to be placed in between 15-30 

days of quarantine in order to be checked upon. 

Whether or not you can keep your pet in your 

house/apartment is up to your landlord – therefore it 

is essential to ask their permission prior to your 

arrival. The regulation since 2012 says big dogs are 

not allowed in the city, and the definition of big is in 

excess of 1 meter tall. Thus, you need to ask for the 

permission from the local police as well if you think 

your dog is big. 

PSB 

Upon arrival in China, you will also need to register 

yourself with your local public security bureau 

(usually a police station), to ensure the Chinese 

authorities know that you are living here legally. 

 

Garbage Disposal 

Garbage will be disposed of in the relevant 

containers as provided by your building. Even for 

bigger garbage or recyclables, these can also be left 

at the same garbage site and maintenance will take 

care of it. 

 

Voltage 

In China, the voltage is 220-240V. Standard Type A, 

common Type I and Type C plugs can be used in 

this outlet. If you have appliances requiring 110V, 

you will easily find step-down voltage converters. 

 

Schools 

Wuhan has three international schools: The Maple 

Leaf International School, The Wuhan Yangtze 

International School and the Ecole Francaise 

International de Wuhan. WYIS is located in 

Sanjiaohu in the Wuhan Economic and 

Technological Development Zone and has more 

than 20 foreign teachers and over 100 foreign 

students. This article will provide more details about 

WYIS. MLIS was established in 2007 and is located 

in the Wuhan East Lake Hi-tech Development Zone. 

 



 

 

Doctor 

Wuhan city has several international standard 

medical clinics. One of the most trusted being the, 

The Wuhan Union Hospital International Clinic which 

is has a foreign, English speaking doctor. 

Consultation fees at the Union Hospital International 

Clinic are not too expensive and patients receive 

official receipts that can be used to get 

reimbursement from insurance companies. 
 

 
 

 
Mailing 

When sending post from China abroad, you will need 

to go to visit your local post office. They are open 7/7. 

Green mailboxes for domestic and international mail 

can be found on major streets. For sending parcels, 

you have to go the post office, if you are not fluent in 

Mandarin, you will most likely require a translator for 

assistance, since there is no guarantee that any 

employees at the branch will speak English. 

Alternatively, you may wish to call a delivery 

company to come and pick up your post for you – 

however this is likely to cost more. 

Internet 

If you are worried about internet accessibility – fear 

not,VPNs are very accessible. Internet services are 

commonly provided by your landlord, and if this is 

the case the cost will be included in your rent. If you 

wish to obtain a faster service, this can be done by 

contacting your real estate agent. 

Public Services 

Government offices are open from Monday to Friday 

(excluding public holidays) from 8:30 a.m. to 12:00 

a.m., and from 2:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. People can 

make an appointment with the relevant government 

office in advance if they require services during 

public holidays. 

Website: http://english.wh.gov.cn/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

http://english.wh.gov.cn/


 

Wuhan downtown (below) 

Domestic Help 

At the moment, Maxxelli Wuhan does not provide 

services for finding ayi for the client. However, we 

do not mind asking around for you. Normally, you 

can find a good ayi for a decent price through 

another ayi who works for expats. 

Banking 

Consider opening a Chinese bank account. 

Opening one in China can be complicated if the 

bank employs no English speakers. Therefore, 

again, a translator would be recommended. This 

article will provide a more detailed, step-by-step 

guide in opening a Chinese bank account. 

Telecommunication 

It is recommended to buy a local SIM card if your 

phone isn’t locked to other networks. If your phone 

is locked and you want to buy a Chinese one, there 

are tons of stores selling inexpensive phones 

everywhere. There are two main mobile phone 

operators in China: China Mobile and China 

Unicom. China Unicom is popular these days due 

to their good promotions and faster 3G connection. 

 

For further information on living and 

working in China, please check out the 

Maxxeli Consulting  All of the 

information listed in the Wuhan City 

Guide can be found in detail there. 

 

 

 
 

http://maxxelli-consulting.com/expats-how-to-open-a-chinese-bank-account/
http://maxxelli-consulting.com/expats-how-to-open-a-chinese-bank-account/
http://maxxelli-consulting.com/


 

Property Representation 

Open Market –Unlike many Western Countries, 

landlords in China are free to list their property with 

as many agents as they wish. This means Maxxelli 

has access to nearly any property available, 

regardless of whether or not it’s listed in our 

database currently. 

Rental Rates 

Local agencies list Net rental prices which do not 

include tax or compound management fees. 

Maxxelli will always list the Gross Rental price. Your 

Property Schedule will list clearly what’s included in 

the Gross Rental! 

*Note: If your company is paying rent, the 

rental must usually include taxes and 

management fees*. 

“Management Fees” as mentioned by our 

Consultants are compound management fees 

(condo fees) and are not a Maxxelli 

management fee. 

Requests for Property Alterations 

Properties in China usually come fully decorated 

and furnished. Negotiating for changes is possible, 

but it is entirely dependent on the situation and is 

likely to cause an increase in rental. Not all 

landlords are willing to renovate or move/add 

furniture and inexpensive storage options are not 

readily available. Even something as simple as 

hanging a painting on the wall may require landlord 

permission. 

Satellite 

Foreign Satellite TV is non-government sponsored for 

residential use in China. The available systems are 

pirated, unstable, and need constant upgrading to 

keep up with efforts to block piracy via technological 

advances. Even if your property has a satellite or your 

landlord agrees to install one, please be prepared to 

maintain the costs of this unit personally. Should your 

property not have one and you wish to have one 

installed, we can provide the necessary contacts. 

Online Housing Sources 

There are numerous online housing sources 

available. It is important to remember that the 

majority of what is seen online is either fake, out of 

date, or local agents searching for new leads and 

doing a “bait and switch.” If you do find something 

online of course do not hesitate to send it to your 

Maxxelli representative, but please remember there is 

an very high chance that this property is falsely 

advertised. 

Customer Service 

At move-in, we’ll show you how to use appliances and 

check the condition of the property with you, as well 

as show you around the compound, introduce you to 

the management office, and show you where to pay 

bills. Following the move-in you will be assigned one 

Customer Service Agent for the length of your lease. 

 

Tenant Lease Information 
 

 
Below are the common issues and misconceptions throughout China. Maxxelli will attempt to alleviate any 

stresses felt from these items, and have tools and systems to ensure efficiency, but the items listed may vary 

greatly and are important to understand. Please be sure to ask your Maxxelli Consultant for any further 

explanations. 

 



 

Maxxelli Relocation Products 

At Maxxelli we strive to be the best in the industry and are always searching for ways to innovate in 

order to better serve our clients throughout our entire network. Below is our website that have evolved 

over the years to support the expat community. These were created with the sole purpose of making 

your life in China more efficient. 

 
 

Maxxelli Consulting 

http://www.maxxelli-consulting.com/ 

 
All of the information in the above City Guide can 

be found in detail on the Maxxelli Consulting. If 

you do not find what you are looking for, please let 

your Maxxelli Consultant know – We will create a 

blog article matching your needs. 

http://www.maxxelli-consulting.com/

