
 

 

 

Mukden Palace in the summer, 
early home of the Qing Dynasty. 

A castle from the  
annual International  

Ice and Snow Festival 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

City guide: Shenyang 

General 
Shenyang, is a city steeped in history. 
Formally known as Mukden, the city 
has seen some of the most pivotal 
moments in China’s history. It was the 
first home of the Qing Dynasty; the 
place of Russia’s defeat against the 
Japanese; and the start of Japan’s 
occupation of northeast China that 
would last until the end of the Second 
World War.  
 
Capital of Liaoning Province, 
Shenyang is the largest city of 
northeast China. The urban population 
is over 7.37 million, and the municipal 
area is home to around 8 million.  
 
Shenyang’s name is a reference to 
the concept of yin-and-yang. It literally 
means ‘the yang side of Shen river’, 
owing to the fact that the Hun river is 
on the city’s south, or ‘sunny’ side - 
according to Chinese tradition. 
Shenyang has a varied climate with 
hot, monsoon summers and frigid, dry 
winters. It’s geographic position and 
high rainfall mean that Shenyang’s 
surrounding areas are covered in 
dense, beautiful forest. 
 
Industry and Economy 
Shenyang serves as northeast 
China’s main transportation and 
commercial hub – especially with 
Japan, Russia and Korea. It was once 
a beacon of China’s modernisation 
and in 1970 was one of the top-three 
industrial centres of the country, along 
with Shanghai and Tianjin. 

 
During this time, Shenyang’s main 
focus was on heavy industry; 
particularly machine tools, aerospace 
and defence. 
 
Following the 1980s, the emphasis 
on heavy industry declined and 
Shenyang slowly become a rust-belt 
city. However, in recent years, largely 
thanks to the Central Government’s 
‘Revitalise Northeast China’ scheme 
of 2003, Shenyang has bounced 
back. Now there is significant 
emphasis on the development of 
software and the auto manufacture 
industry. 
 
Shenyang garnered a GDP of 578,5 
billion RMB in 2017, representing 
yearly growth of 3.5%.GDP per 
capita in 2017 stood at 69,754 RMB. 
 
Foreign trade and investment 
contributes significantly to 
Shenyang’s economy. In 2017, 
utilised foreign direct investment in 
Shenyang was valued at $1,01 bn. 
Reflecting this success, over 80 
Fortune 500 companies now have a 
presence in Shenyang. 
 
In 2010, the Economist identified the 
city as a member of the CHAMPS 
(Chongqing, Shenyang, Anhui, 
Maanschan, Pindingschan and 
Shenyang) in an economic profile of 
the top 20 emerging cities in China. 
 



 

 

 

 

Shopping 
The main shopping centres in 
Shenyang are to be found in Taiyuan 
Jie and Zhong Jie.Taiyuan Jie is the 
busiest area of the city and is packed 
with small shopping stores, 
restaurants and entertainment 
venues. There are also a few malls in 
the area, complete with the a number 
of international brands. For fans of 
luxury fashion, the New World 
Department store is definitely the 
place to be, hosting the largest 
number of up-market fashion brands 
in the city. For the more thrifty 
consumer, Shishang Dixia, or the 
Fashion Underground, is a great 
option. The underground market has 
a huge range of discount and 
counterfeit options available. Be sure 
to bargain the sellers down though! 
 

 
Taiyuan Street. 

 
Zhong Jie is the oldest area of the city 
and the longest shopping street in 
China. The 396-year-old road has a 
more down-to-earth feel than Taiyuan 
Jie and has a large amount of small, 
specialised stores, including a 
number of electronics and mobile 
phone shops. Because of the homely 
feel to the street, there are also quite 
a few restaurants, bars and pubs in 
the area. 
 

 
Gate at the start of Zhong Jie. 

 

Places of Interest 
Shenyang is a fun, engaging city and 
its surrounding areas are beautiful 
and expansive. There are a huge 
number of things to do on offer, 
including a number of natural parks, 
however most tourists come to the 
city for its importance in China’s 
history and development. 
 

 
Mukden Palace in the winter. 

 
Mukden Palace is a must for any 
visitor to the city. Built in 1625, it was 
home to the first three Qing 
emperors before they moved their 
capital to Beijing. In 2004, it was 
included in the UNESCO World 
Heritage list as an extension of the 
Forbidden Palace in Beijing. 
 
 

 
Zhaoling Mausoleum, one of  
three resting places of Qing 

emperors in Shenyang. 
 
The Three Mausoleums of Shengjing 
are highly important historical sites. 
Burial place of three separate Qing 
dynasty emperors and their families, 
the mausoleums were placed on the 
UNESCO World Heritage list, like the 
Mukden Palace, in 2004. 

 
Shenyang is surrounded by beautiful 
landscapes. Shenyeng National 
Park is located just an hour away 
from the centre of the city. It’s 
perfect for a day-trip and has a huge 
number of well-marked paths for 
hiking. 
 

 
Qian Shan National Park. 

 
Qian Shan National Park, literally 
meaning ‘Thousand Mountains’ is a 
similar distance away from the 
centre as Shenyang National Park. 
It is highly accessible and even has 
a bus network operating inside. Qian 
Shan, as well as containing some 
fantastic walks, is dotted with Song 
Dynasty temples. Most of the 
Chinese will take the buses between 
the sights, so, to avoid the crowds, 
take the scenic route and walk 
around the park. 
 

 
Shenyeng Botanical Garden. 

 
Shenyeng botanical garden, built in 
the 1950s, is a true highlight of the 
city. Wonderful for a relaxed day-
trip, the garden is organised around 
eight themed areas, containing a 
huge array of flowers, plants and 
trees from around the world.  
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Shenyang is home to a true scientific 
wonder. The Strange Slope is a hill 
where cars at the bottom  will free-
wheel all the way to the top 
independently! 
Little research has been done into the 
phenomenon but many expect it to be 
the work of powerful natural magnetic 
forces in the surrounding landscape. 
Since its discovery, the slope has 
become rather touristy but still, it’s 
worth a visit for something so bizarre! 
 

 
The Strange Slope. 

 
Shenyang’s winters are some of the 
coldest in China, plunging to an 
average of -11 °C in January! 
Nevertheless, winter is one of the best 
times to visit! The city has a number of 
world class ski resorts; so good that 
the national Chinese team use the 
area to train! NEA ski, the most 
popular resort, is located inside the 
Shenyang National Park and is 
relatively cheap – 100 RMB per day. 
 
Another wondrous winter event is the 
International Ice and Snow Festival. 
The annual event, usually held 
between January and February, pits 
the world’s best ice sculptors against 
one another. The result is a fantastic 
display of art and wonder! There are 
also performances held throughout the 
festival and a large skiing area. 
 

 
Ice palace from the  

2013 Ice and Snow Festival. 
 
 

Dining 
Liaoning is home to Liaocai, a 
distinctive cuisine named after the 
area. Liaocai has emerged as a medley 
of all the different cultures that live 
within the area, bearing particular 
relevance to Mongolian and Korean 
cooking. Liaocai tends to be strong in 
flavour with plenty of garlic, ginger and 
other spices but not hot. For a true 
taste of Liaocai, the street BBQs are 
the place to go! 
 

 
Liaocai is characterised  

by barbequed meats  
and strong flavours. 

 
For those craving the comforts of 
home, there are a number of foreign 
options available. Shenyeng has a 
number of very good Korean 
restaurants and all of Shenyang's top 
hotels feature top restaurants serving 
Cantonese, Japanese and Western 
food. There are a number of smaller 
restaurants that also sell high-quality 
Western food, although expect to pay 
top-dollar prices here! 
 
Bars and Clubs 
Shenyang’s rising expat population has 
led to an increase in the number of 
Western bars in the city. The main area 
to find them is in the Hanggu District.  
A few notable examples would be: 
 
Cherry Bar – lavish, garish and risqué 
little nightclub. Semi-circularly bars with 
drinking jenga for customers to play 
and a variety of dancing entertainment 
in the centre.  
Shamrock – Typical Irish pub with four-
leafed clovers all over the walls. Laid 
back atmosphere with soft acoustic 
music. Great food. 
Giggles – Colourful, eclectic and 
eccentric bar. The décor is totally 
unique with a giant butterfly on one wall 
and a huge white chandelier above the 
dance floor. Makes for a fantastically 
memorable night out! 

 

Education 
Shenyang has a number of 
international schools. The most 
established, Shengyang International 
School, is taught in the style of a U.S. 
institution with all classes taught in 
English. The school currently has 180 
pupils, with average class sizes of 13 
up to 5th Grade and 9 between 6th and 
12th Grade. 
 

 
Shenyang International School 

 
Shenyang also has the highest 
concentration of higher level 
educational institutes in China, with 
over 30 colleges, universities and 
research institutes.  
 

 
Shengjing Hospital 

 
Healthcare 
There are a large amount of modern 
hospitals in Shenyang and the level of 
care is pretty high. However, for 
familiarity and comfort, there are 
services that will coordinate 
healthcare on your behalf. Global 
Doctors is one such company and 
offers medical consultations in English 
and Chinese. Some of their staff are 
American born. For more serious 
treatment, they will organise your care 
in a Shenyang hospital. 



 

 

 

Voltage 
In China, the voltage is 220-240V. Standard Type 
A, common Type I and Type C plugs can be used 
in this outlet.  If you have appliances requiring 
110V, you will easily find step-down voltage 
converters. 
 
Domestic Help 
At the moment, Maxxelli does not provide services 
for finding ayi for the client. However, we do not 
mind asking around for you. Normally, you can 
find a good ayi for a decent price through another 
ayi who works for expats. 
 
Banking 
Consider opening a Chinese bank account. 
Opening one in China can be complicated if the 
bank employs no English speakers. Therefore, 
again, a translator would be recommended. This 
article will provide a more detailed, step-by-step 
guide in opening a Chinese bank account. 
 
Telecommunication 
It is recommended to buy a local SIM card if your 
phone isn’t locked to other networks. If your 
phone is locked and you want to buy a Chinese 
one, there are tons of stores selling inexpensive 
phones everywhere. There are two main mobile 
phone operators in China: China Mobile and 
China Unicom. China Unicom is popular these 
days due to their good promotions and faster 3G 
connection. 
 

For further information on living 
and working in China, please 
check out the Maxxelli 
Consulting.  All of the information 
listed in the Shenyang City Guide 
can be found in detail there. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mailing 
When sending post from Shenyang abroad, you will 
need to go the local post office. If you are not fluent in 
Mandarin, it’s better to go the big post office where the 
staff can speak English. Alternatively, you may wish to 
call a delivery company to come and pick up your post 
for you. DHL, FedEx, and UPS all have offices in 
Shenyang – however the cost is normally higher than 
China Post. 

Internet 
If you are worried about internet accessibility – fear 
not, VPNs are very accessible. Internet services are 
commonly provided by your landlord, and if this is the 
case the cost will be included in your rent. If you wish 
to obtain a faster service, this can be done by 
contacting your Maxxelli consultant. 
 
Parking 
Parking spaces can be very limited in Shenyang and 
there is hardly any free parking available downtown.  In 
the centre of the city, hotels and other large building 
complexes are good places to find a parking spot. 
Spaces are priced at usually around 3 Yuan per hour; 
however, you can often get discounts for long-term 
stays. If you wish to rent your own parking spot, you 
will be looking at paying roughly 400 Yuan a month. 

 
Pets 
You are usually only allowed to bring one pet with you 
to China per adult passport. If you are planning on 
taking your pet with you, you will need to ensure you 
have all relevant health and vaccination certificates in 
order. In addition, you will need to provide your 
Chinese residential details. Once your pet arrives, it 
will have to be placed in between 15-30 days of 
quarantine in order to be checked upon. Whether or 
not you can keep your pet in your house/apartment is 
up to your landlord – therefore it is essential to ask 
their permission prior to your arrival. The regulation 
since 2012 says big dogs are not allowed in the city, 
and the definition of big is in excess of 1 meter tall. 
Thus, you need to ask for the permission from the local 
police as well if you think your dog is big. 
 
PSB 
Upon arrival in China, you will also need to register 
yourself with your local public security bureau (usually 
a police station), to ensure the Chinese authorities 
know that you are living here legally. 
 
Garbage Disposal 
Garbage will be disposed of in the relevant containers 
as provided by your building. Even for bigger garbage 
or recyclables, these can also be left at the same 
garbage site and maintenance will take care of it. 
 
 
 

http://maxxelli-consulting.com/expats-how-to-open-a-chinese-bank-account/
http://maxxelli-consulting.com/expats-how-to-open-a-chinese-bank-account/
http://maxxelli-consulting.com/
http://maxxelli-consulting.com/


 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Property Representation 
Open Market –Unlike many Western 
Countries, landlords in China are free to list 
their property with as many agents as they 
wish. This means Maxxelli has access to 
nearly any property available, regardless of 
whether or not it’s listed in our database 
currently. 

 
Rental Rates 
Local agencies list Net rental prices which do 
not include tax or compound management 
fees. Maxxelli will always list the Gross Rental 
price. Your Property Schedule will list clearly 
what’s included in the Gross Rental! 

*Note: If your company is paying rent, 
the rental must usually include taxes 
and management fees*. 

 “Management Fees” as mentioned by 
our Consultants are compound 
management fees (condo  fees) and 
are not a Maxxelli management fee. 

 
Requests for Property Alterations 
Properties in China usually come fully 
decorated and furnished. Negotiating for 
changes is possible, but it is entirely 
dependent on the situation and is likely to 
cause an increase in rental. Not all landlords 
are willing to renovate or move/add furniture 
and inexpensive storage options are not 
readily available.  Even something as simple 
as hanging a painting on the wall may require 
landlord permission. 

 

Satellite 
Foreign Satellite TV is non-government sponsored 
for residential use in China. The available systems 
are pirated, unstable, and need constant upgrading 
to keep up with efforts to block piracy via 
technological advances. Even if your property has a 
satellite or your landlord agrees to install one, 
please be prepared to maintain the costs of this unit 
personally. Should your property not have one and 
you wish to have one installed, we can provide the 
necessary contacts. 
 
Online Housing Sources 
There are numerous online housing sources 
available.  It is important to remember that the 
majority of what is seen online is either fake, out of 
date, or local agents searching for new leads and 
doing a “bait and switch.”  If you do find something 
online of course do not hesitate to send it to your 
Maxxelli representative, but please remember there 
is a very high chance that this property is falsely 
advertised. 
 
Customer Service 
At move-in, we’ll show you how to use appliances 
and check the condition of the property with you, as 
well as show you around the compound, introduce 
you to the management office, and show you where 
to pay bills.  Following the move-in you will be 
assigned one Customer Service Agent for the length 
of your lease. 
 

 

Tenant Lease Information 
 
Below are the common issues and misconceptions throughout China.  Maxxelli will attempt to alleviate any 
stresses felt from these items, and have tools and systems to ensure efficiency, but the items listed may vary 
greatly and are important to understand.  Please be sure to ask your Maxxelli Consultant for any further 
explanations. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Maxxelli Relocation Products 
 
At Maxxelli we strive to be the best in the industry and are always searching for ways to innovate in order to 
better serve our clients throughout our entire network.  Below is our website that have evolved over the years 
to support the expat community.  These were created with the sole purpose of making your life in China more 
efficient. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maxxelli Consulting 
www.maxxelli-consulting.com 

 
All of the information in the above City Guide 
can be found in detail on the Maxxelli 
Consulting.  If you do not find what you are 
looking for, please let your Maxxelli Consultant 
know – We will create a blog article matching 
your needs. 
 

 
 

 

 

http://www.maxxelli-consulting.com/

