
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

“Qingdao ranks 
6th most 
harmonious 
Chinese city in 
2017” 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

City guide: Qingdao 

Qingdao flourishes with foreign 
investment and international trade. South 
Korea and Japan, in particular, have 
made extensive investment in the city. 
This is likely to be because 
approximately 80,000 South Korean 
citizens reside there.  Because of its high 
FDI inflows, construction proceeds at a 
relatively fast-pace in Qingdao. 
 
In terms of primary industry, Qingdao has 
an estimated 50,000 acres (200 km2) of 
arable land. The area also has a 
zigzagging pattern coastline, and thus 
possesses an invaluable stock of fish, 
shrimp, and other sea resources. 
Qingdao possesses a variety of mineral 
resources; up to thirty different kinds 
have been mined. Qingdao's wind power 
electricity generation performs at among 
the highest levels in the region. 

 
Bars and Clubs 
1. Lan Kwai Fong 
Qingdao Lan Kwai Fong was opened in 
1997. The bar is full of soothing ballads 
and classic country music, with a relaxed 
and exotic atmosphere. 
 
2. Tianzun Bar 
Tianzun Bar is located on the ninth-floor 
of the Qindao Building. It is surrounded 
by floor-to-ceiling windows and the best 
place to enjoy a panoramic view of the 
entire city. 

 

 
 
 

General  
Qingdao is one of the important economic 
centres of China’s coastal region. It is a 
city with a rich cultural heritage and is 
surrounded by beautiful  scenery making it 
an ideal vacation spot. 
 
Qingdao lies in the south of the Shandong 
peninsula, with an area of 10,654 square 
kilometres. The total population is 9.29 
million. There are 7 administration 
districts: Shi Nan, Shi Bei, Si Fang, Li 
Cang, Lao Shan, Cheng Yan, Huang Dao. 
Qingdao also administers 5 country- level- 
cities; Ji Mo, Jiao Zhou, Jiao Nan, Ping Du 
and Lai Xi. Qingdao is a relatively cool 
area, with annual average temperature 

being just 12°C.  
 
All this aside, if you ask Chinese people to 
describe Qingdao, they will talk of a 
prosperous modern city and a world 
famous summer resort. You can see this 
on approach to the city, lush greenery 
begins to overshadow the roadside and 
beautiful villas with red tiles and pink walls 
emerge. 
 
Industry and Economy 
An important region in Eastern China, 
Shandong Province has seen substantial 
change in its economic and Technology 
Development Zone (SETDZ). Along with 
this district, the entire city has gone 
through amazing development of its 
secondary and tertiary industries. As an 
important trading port in the province, 

 



 

 

 

 
Dining 
Qingdao’s restaurant scene offers a wide 
range of  regional and international dishes. 
But of course, by the virtue of its location, 
seafood rightfully dominates the menus, 
ranging in cooking styles from spicy Sichuan 
to sweet and heavy Shanghai-style. There 
are also plenty of foreign options, including; 
Italian, German, Japanese and Korean. 
Prices are flexible enough to accommodate 
all budgets. 
 
Shandong Cuisine is known for its excellent 
seafood dishes and delicious soup and 
presents its food (usually deep-fried, braised, 
roasted or stewed) with a strong emphasis on 
soy sauce, shallots, and garlic. Qingdao, 
regarded as the "cradle of Shandong cuisine", 
puts a spin upon the usual Shandong dishes 
with its concentration on seafood (sea 
cucumber, scallop, conch, prawn, and red 
porgy). Well-known dishes include "sea 
cucumbers stewed with shallots", "stewed 
salted fish" and "celery with creamy soup". 
Delicious and simple to make; these dishes 
are available in most restaurants. 

 

 

 

 
 
Parking 
Parking spaces can be very limited in 
Qingdao and there is hardly any free 
parking available downtown.  In the 
centre of the city, hotels and other large 
building complexes are good places to 
find a parking spot. Spaces are priced at 
usually around 3 -4Yuan per hour; 
however, you can often get discounts for 
long-term stays. If you wish to rent your 
own parking spot, you will be looking at 
paying roughly 400-600 Yuan a month. 
 

Pets 
You are usually only allowed to bring 
one pet with you to China per adult 
passport. If you are planning on taking 
your pet with you, you will need to 
ensure you have all relevant health and 
vaccination certificates in order. In 
addition, you will need to provide your 
Chinese residential details. Once your 
pet arrives, it will have to be placed in 
between 15-30 days of quarantine in 
order to be checked upon. Whether or 
not you can keep your pet in your 
house/apartment is up to your landlord – 
therefore it is essential to ask their 
permission prior to your arrival. The  
regulation since 2012 says big dogs are 
not allowed in the city, and the definition 
of big is in excess of 1 meter tall. Thus, 
you need to ask for the permission from 
the local police as well if you think your 
dog is big. 

 
PSB 
Upon arrival in China, you will need to 
register yourself with the local public 
security bureau (usually a police 
station), to ensure that the Chinese 
authorities know that you are living here. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Beatles Music Box Pub 
Beatles Music Box Bar has a unique 
atmosphere. Inspired by the Cavern 
Club of Liverpool, the bar has a 
distinctly English vibe and is a good 
place to drink beers and chat with 
friends. 
 
4. Simple Life Bar 
Simple Life Bar is located on 
Yan'erdao Road and, as part of a 
minimalist theme (hence the name), 
only uses black and white colors. In 
this place, you can sit back and 
relax, and enjoy the quietness. 
 
5. SOHO Bar 
SOHO Bar is modelled on the 
classic American bar. The interior is 
decorated with kerosene lamps, 
barometers, metal rollers, thick 
copper pipes, and more. It has an 
old industrial age atmosphere. Here 
you can enjoy hip-hop and popular 
European music with strong rhythm. 
 
6. Sunflower Bar 
Sunflower Bar is one of the oldest 
bars in the city of Qingdao. It is 
located near Zhanqiao Pier and is 
surrounded with a beautiful natural 
environment. 
 
7. Angel Smile Bar 
Angel Smile Bar features exotic 
coffee imported from Japan, Brazil, 
Peru, Mocha, and Colombia. You 
can also find a variety of imported 
wines and foods. 
 
8.  Napoli Italian Bar 
Napoli is modelled on the typical 
Italian trattoria, providing authentic 
Italian wines and food. 
 
9.Q Bar 
At the Q Bar, you will always have a 
good time. Q offers a large range of 
cocktails and great music. You can 
sit back and relax by yourself or with 
friends after a busy day. 
 
10. Corner Jazz Club 
Corner Jazz Club is famous in 
Qingdao with their unique 
environment and good services. 
Here you can enjoy retro and 
popular music as well as salsa 
played by DJ. 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Caption describing picture or graphic. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Famous Qingdao Beer  
 
Education 
Qingdao’s large expat community means that 
Qingdao has a number of established international 
schools. There are 4 English-speaking international 
schools; the 3 largest are based on the American 
education system and the newest is under the 
English-system. Despite a few French expats, there 
are, as of yet, currently no French-speaking 
schooling opportunities. 
 
Sizes of schools are listed in this order: 
Qingdao MTi International School - oldest, largest; 
part of the International Schools of China group. 
Qingdao International School of Shandong. 
Qingdao American International School. 
Yew Chung International School - part of the Yew 
Chung group out of Hong Kong. 

 
Healthcare 
Opened in 2003 the International Clinic of Qingdao 

Municipal Hospital can be reached in a number of 

ways. It was renovated for the 2008 Olympic Sailing 

Regatta.  The doctors and nurses do speak English 

and can handle most of your health care needs.  

Another facility, The International Medicine Dept. of 

the Affiliated Hospital of Qingdao University (AHQU), 

located on the fifth floor of the out-patient building, 

mainly serves foreigners, overseas Chinese and 

Chinese compatriots from Hong Kong, Macao and 

Taiwan who reside in Qingdao. The clinic provides 

English, Japanese and Korean language trained 

staff. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shopping 
Tsingtao Beer and Laoshan Mineral Water 
are some of Qingdao’s most famous 
commercial products. Laoshan Tea, diamond 
ornaments, seafood, Jimo Millet Wine, shell 
crafts, straw crafts are typical Qingdao 
specialties and souvenirs.  The main 
shopping and commercial street runs along 
Zhongshan Lu, although most of the shops 
here are either clothing or food orientated.  
 

Places of Interest 
Surrounded by the sea on three sides, 
Qingdao attracts many visitors with its 
charming coastline. Sights like the Eight 
Passes Villas, Wusi Square, the Zhan Bridge, 
Mt. Laoshan, No.1 Bathing Beach, Badaguan 
Scenic Area will never be forgotten after a 
visit to Qingdao. Other major attractions like 
Xinhao (Signal) Hill Park, Catholic Church 
(St. Emil Church), Golden Sand Beach,  
Small Qingdao Island, Lu Xun Park, and 
Underwater World are also worth a visit. 
 
 
 
 

Beautiful Lao Mountain 

 
 
 

Qingdao emergency numbers 
Fire department: 119 

Police: 110 
Ambulance: 120 

Traffic Accident: 122 



 

 

 

 
Mailing 

When sending post from Xiamen abroad, you will need to go the local post office. If you are not fluent in Mandarin, it’s 

better to go FedEx, and UPS all have offices in Qingdao– however the cost is normally higher than China Post. 

Internet 
If you are worried about internet accessibility – fear not, VPNs are very accessible. Internet services are commonly 
provided by your landlord, and, if this is the case the cost, will be included in your rent. If you wish to obtain a faster 
service, this can be  in your rent. If you wish to obtain a faster service, this can be done by contacting your Maxxelli 
consultant. This can be done by contacting your Maxxelli consultant. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Domestic Help 
At the moment, Maxxelli Qingdao does not provide 
services for finding ayi for the client. However, we 
do not mind asking around for you. Normally, you 
can find a good ayi for a decent price through 
another ayi who works for expats. 
 

Banking 
If you’re consider opening a Chinese bank 
account, take note that opening one in China can 
be complicated if the bank employs no English 
speakers. Therefore, again, a translator would be 
recommended. This article will provide a more 
detailed, step-by-step guide in opening a Chinese 
bank account. 
 

Telecommunication 

It is recommended to buy a local SIM card if your 
phone isn’t locked to other networks. If your phone 
is locked and you want to buy a Chinese one, there 
are lots of stores selling inexpensive phones 
everywhere. There are two main mobile phone 
operators in China: China Mobile and China 
Unicom. China Unicom is popular these days due 
to their good promotions and faster 3G connection. 
 

 

 

The Zhan Bridge 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

For further information on 
living and working in China, 
please check out the 
Maxxelli Consulting.  All of 
the information listed in the 
Qingdao City Guide can be 
found in detail there. 
 

http://maxxelli-consulting.com/expats-how-to-open-a-chinese-bank-account/
http://maxxelli-consulting.com/


 

 

 
Tenant Lease Information 

 
Below are the common issues and misconceptions throughout China.  Maxxelli will attempt to alleviate any 
stresses felt from these items, and have tools and systems to ensure efficiency, but the items listed may vary 
greatly and are important to understand.  Please be sure to ask your Maxxelli Consultant for any further 
explanations. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Property Representation 
Open Market –Unlike many Western 
Countries, landlords in China are free to list 
their property with as many agents as they 
wish. This means Maxxelli has access to 
nearly any property available, regardless of 
whether or not it’s listed in our database 
currently. 

 
Rental Rates 
Local agencies list Net rental prices which do 
not include tax or compound management 
fees. Maxxelli will always list the Gross Rental 
price. Your Property Schedule will list clearly 
what’s included in the Gross Rental! 

*Note: If your company is paying rent, 
the rental must usually include taxes 
and management fees*. 

 “Management Fees” as mentioned by 
our Consultants are compound 
management fees (condo  fees) and 
are not a Maxxelli management fee. 

 
Requests for Property Alterations 
Properties in China usually come fully 
decorated and furnished. Negotiating for 
changes is possible, but it is entirely 
dependent on the situation and is likely to 
cause an increase in rental. Not all landlords 
are willing to renovate or move/add furniture 
and inexpensive storage options are not 
readily available.  Even something as simple 
as hanging a painting on the wall may require 
landlord permission. 

 

Satellite 
Foreign Satellite TV is non-government sponsored 
for residential use in China. The available systems 
are pirated, unstable, and need constant upgrading 
to keep up with efforts to block piracy via 
technological advances. Even if your property has a 
satellite or your landlord agrees to install one, 
please be prepared to maintain the costs of this unit 
personally. Should your property not have one and 
you wish to have one installed, we can provide the 
necessary contacts. 
 
Online Housing Sources 
There are numerous online housing sources 
available.  It is important to remember that the 
majority of what is seen online is either fake, out of 
date, or local agents searching for new leads and 
doing a “bait and switch.”  If you do find something 
online of course do not hesitate to send it to your 
Maxxelli representative, but please remember there 
is a very high chance that this property is falsely 
advertised. 
 
Customer Service 
At move-in, we’ll show you how to use appliances 
and check the condition of the property with you, as 
well as show you around the compound, introduce 
you to the management office, and show you where 
to pay bills.  Following the move-in you will be 
assigned one Customer Service Agent for the length 
of your lease. 
 

 



 

 
 

Maxxelli Relocation Products 
 
At Maxxelli we strive to be the best in the industry and are always searching for ways to innovate in order to 
better serve our clients throughout our entire network.  Below is our website that have evolved over the years 
to support the expat community.  These were created with the sole purpose of making your life in China more 
efficient 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Maxxelli Consulting 
www.maxxelli-consulting.com 

 
All of the information in the above City Guide can 
be found in detail on the Maxxelli Consulting 
website.  If you do not find what you are looking 
for, please let your Maxxelli Consultant know – 
We will create a blog article matching your needs. 
 

 
 

 

 

http://www.maxxelli-consulting.com/

