
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

City guide: Ningbo 

General 
Ningbo, is a famous seaport in China. It 
is the second largest city and the 
economic centre of Zhejiang Province.  
 
Ningbo is one of China's oldest cities, 
with a history dating back to the 
Hemudu culture in 4800 BC. During the 
Tang, Song and Ming dynasties, 
Ningbo became a major port for foreign 
trade. Since the 16th century, a  large 
Portuguese community of merchants 
and pirates took up residence in the 
area. Ningbo was then opened up by 
the treaty of Nanking in 1842 and 
dominated the foreign trade of China for 
many years. The history of the city is its 
main attraction for visitors and 
thousands flock to see the beautifully 
preserved pagodas and temples every 
year.  
 
As of the 2017 census, the municipality 
had a population of 8.01 million — with 
3.9 million residing within the 6-district 
urban area. 
 
Industry and Economy 
Ningbo has a port third only to 
Shanghai and Shenzhen around the 
world in terms of annual cargo 
throughput. Unlike Shanghai, the port is 
deep-water and  
is capable of handling 300,000 tonne 
vessels. 
 
 

 
Located 220km  south of Shanghai, 
Ningbo is a major exporter of 
electrical products, textiles, food, and 
industrial tools. The private economy 
of the city is especially well-
developed, contributing around 70 
percent of total GDP in 2017. 
  
After the Hangzhou Bay Bridge was 
built in 2007, cutting highway transit 
time between Ningbo and Shanghai to 
two and a half hours from four, the 
city has served as the economic 
centre for the southern Yangtze River 
Delta and has been ranked among 
the most competitive cities in China. 
 
Ningbo's economy grew 7,8% in 2017 
to 984,2 billion yuan ($142.22 billion). 
In 2017, the city's per capita output 
was 123,955 RMB about three times 
that of the national average. 
 
With several important development 
zones established in or around 
Ningbo and the only free trade zone in 
Zhejiang,  Ningbo has received 
considerable foreign investment. To 
date over 60 domestic and foreign-
invested financial institutions have 
established operations in the city, 
which has also attracted more than 
10,000 foreigners. 

 
The Si Lan Nong Xiang flower  

is used for dyeing cloth. 
 

 
The Hangzhou Bay Bridge - 

the ninth longest trans-oceanic 
bridge in the world. 

 

 
Ningbo-Xuedou Temple. 



 

 

 

 
Tian Yi Ge, China’s oldest 

library. 
 
For another relaxing day, pay a visit 
to the Tian Yi Library. Tian Yi Ge, or  
“One Sky Pavilion”, is the oldest 
surviving library in China. Founded 
in 1561, the library still retains a 
collection of 300,000 antique and 
hand copied volumes from the Ming 
Dynasty. The library occupies an 
area of 6.4 acres and contains a 
number of beautiful gardens, as well 
as a calligraphy hall. 
 

 
 
Shopping 
For the greatest variety of retail 
products, Tianyi Square is the place 
to go. The huge square of 350,000 
metres, is surrounded by 22 different 
buildings and over 300 different 
shops. The square also contains a 
giant  6000 metre musical fountain 
in its centre. 
 
Ningbo has developed its retail 
sector extensively in recent years. 
There are now numerous malls 
across the city offering foreign  
brand to consumers across a wide 
economic spectrum. The most 
popular of these are Tianyi 
International Shopping Center and 
Heyi Avenue Shopping Center, they 
are within walking distance of each 
other and located in the city centre 
near the famous “ River Cross” . 
 

Places of Interest 
A visit to Ningbo is a wondrous 
experience for anyone wishing to 
experience China’s long heritage and 
cultural history first-hand.  
 

 
Baoguo Temple. 

 
Ningbo has strong Buddhist roots and 
is home to some of China’s most 
beautiful temples and places of 
worship. Baoguo Temple is a must – 
it is the oldest, surviving wooden 
structure in South China and can 
trace its roots back to 1013 AD during 
the Song dynasty. 
 
 

 
Ashoka Temple. 

 
Ashoka Temple is another beautiful 
example of Ningbo’s long  history. 
The grand temple of 600 halls, 
pavilions and towers was built in 282 
BC at the foot of Mount Yuwang. It 
holds a famous reputation among 
domestic and international Buddhists 
because a bone from the skeleton of 
Sakyamuni, the first Buddha, is 
enshrined here. 
 
 

There are plenty of natural wonders to 
enjoy while on a visit to Ningbo. The 
area is filled with beautiful mountains, 
and water features, all surrounded by  a 
lush green landscape. 
 

 
Dongqian Lake 

 
Dongqian Lake is the largest freshwater 
lake in Zhejiang and lies around 15km 
away from the city. The lake has a 
surface area of 22km and is slowly 
becoming a major tourist destination. It 
is surrounded by small villages, towns 
and temples and is best seen by 
bicycle; you can hire them around the  
lake at multiple locations! 
 

 
Gibbons enjoying the waters  

of the Nanxi hot springs. 
 
If you feel like a spot of R&R, then pay 
a visit to the Nanxi Hot Springs. In 
recent years, the area has developed 
into quite a tourist attraction and can get 
crowded during the holiday months. 
Located 2 hours south of Ningbo, the 
visit can be done as a day trip, but, for a 
more private bathing experience, you 
may want to pay for a hotel. There are 
plenty of beautiful temples and hikes to 
do in the area if you feel like staying on 
a little longer.  

 



 

 

 

Cuisine 
Zhejiang cuisine, also called Zhe Cai 
for short, is one of the eight famous 
culinary schools in China.  Ningbo 
cuisine, a component of the Zhejiang 
style, is famous for its soft textures 
and for retaining the original taste and 
flavour of food. Due to its geographic 
location, fish is the signature 
component of Ningbo cuisine. 
 

Thanks to the exquisite 
preparation process, Ningbo’s 
dishes are not only delicious  
but also extremely elegant. 

 

 
 
One of the Ningbo’s most famous 
dishes is steamed turtle in crystal 
sugar soup. Sweet, salty and 
delicious! But perhaps not for the 
squeamish on their first visit to China! 
 

 
 
Bean curd skin roll with yellow croaker 
is also very popular. Each roll is cut 
into small pieces and deep-fried. The 
bean curd skin is quite crisp while the 
yellow croaker inside is very tender. 

 
Halloween in Lao Waitan. 

 
Nightlife 
The main hang-out area for expats 
in Ningbo is an area called Lao 
Waitan; located near the old wharf 
right next to the crossing of the three 
main rivers in Ningbo. There are 
multiple bars, clubs and foreign 
restaurants in this area - Shamrock 
is one of the most popular ones, 
even offering some British dishes. 
Eudora Station is a restaurant bar 
with a live band performing from 
Wednesday to Sunday every week. 
There is also a Greek restaurant, an 
Italian and an Indian restaurant in 
Lao Wai Tan. 
 

 
The Sheraton at night. 

 
Portman Street is another expat 
area right beside the Sheraton Hotel 
in Jiangdong District. Around here 
there are a couple of foreign 
restaurants and bars that offer good 
quality food. 
 

Education 
Ningbo has a number of great 
international schools for all ages. 
There are a number of different 
facilities, offering curriculums from 
around the world. Access 
International Academy, teaching 
from nursery to grade 12, offers a 
U.S. system and preparation for 
the American college placement 
exam. A number of different 
institutions offer the IB system and 
the IB diploma programme, 
accepted by most universities 
around the globe and Ningbo 
International School even offers 
the South Australian equivalent.  
 

 
The University of Nottingham 

Ningbo China. 
 
When it comes to universities, 
Ningbo has some of China’s best 
opportunities for foreign students! 
While Ningbo University and 
Zhejiang Wanli University are 
fantastic in their own right, the 
main allure for foreign students is 
the campus of the University of 
Nottingham Ningbo China, a joint 
venture between the UK and the 
Wanli education group! UNNC, 
established in 2004 and opened 
by Prime Minister Tony Blair, was 
the first Sino-foreign university in 
China! UNNC offers the British 
university system with courses 
taught in both English and 
Chinese . The university has a 
thriving exchange community and 
facilitates great cultural feedback 
between the UK and China.  

 



 

 

 

 

Healthcare 
So far in Ningbo there is only one 
international clinic on the second floor 
of the Ningbo No. 1 Hospital, located 
on Liuting Street. Opened in 2011, the 
facility is state of the art and offers 
consultations in English and Chinese. 
Further treatment will require a referral 
to a Chinese facility, however, the 
international clinic can organise all this 
on your behalf. 
 
Mailing 
When sending post from Ningbo 
abroad, you will need to go the local 
post office. If you are not fluent in 
Mandarin, it’s better to go the big post 
office where the staff can speak 
English. Alternatively, you may wish to 
call a delivery company to come and 
pick up your post for you. DHL, 
FedEx, and UPS all have offices in 
Ningbo – however the cost is normally 
higher than China Post. 

Internet 
If you are worried about internet 
accessibility – fear not, VPNs are very 
accessible. Internet services are 
commonly provided by your landlord, 
and if this is the case the cost will be 
included in your rent. If you wish to 
obtain a faster service, this can be 
done by contacting your Maxxelli 
consultant. 
 
Parking 
Parking spaces can be very limited in 
Ningbo and there is hardly any free 
parking available downtown.  In the 
centre of the city, hotels and other 
large building complexes are good 
places to find a parking spot. Spaces 
are priced at usually around 3 Yuan 
per hour; however, you can often get 
discounts for long-term stays. If you 
wish to rent your own parking spot, 
you will be looking at paying roughly 
400 Yuan a month. 

 

Pets 
You are usually only allowed to bring 
one pet with you to China per adult 
passport. If you are planning on taking 
your pet with you, you will need to 
ensure you have all relevant health 
and vaccination certificates in order. 
In addition, you will need to provide 
your Chinese residential details. Once 
your pet arrives, it will have to be 
placed in between 15-30 days of 
quarantine in order to be checked 
upon. Whether or not you can keep 
your pet in your house/apartment is 
up to your landlord – therefore it is 
essential to ask their permission prior 
to your arrival. The new regulation 
since 2012 says big dogs are not 
allowed in the city, and the definition 
of big is in excess of 1 meter tall. 
Thus, you need to ask for the 
permission from the local police as 
well if you think your dog is big. 
 
PSB 
Upon arrival in China, you will also 
need to register yourself with your 
local public security bureau (usually a 
police station), to ensure the Chinese 
authorities know that you are living 
here legally. 
 
Garbage Disposal 
Garbage will be disposed of in the 
relevant containers as provided by 
your building. Even for bigger garbage 
or recyclables, these can also be left 
at the same garbage site and 
maintenance will take care of it. 
 
 

 
Tianfeng Pagoda contrasted  

by the urban backdrop. 
 

Voltage 
In China, the voltage is 220-240V. 
Standard Type A, common Type I and 
Type C plugs can be used in this 
outlet.  If you have appliances 
requiring 110V, you will easily find 
step-down voltage converters. 
 
Domestic Help 
At the moment, Maxxelli does not 
provide services for finding ayi for the 
client. However, we do not mind 
asking around for you. Normally, you 
can find a good ayi for a decent price 
through another ayi who works for 
expats. 
 
Banking 
Consider opening a Chinese bank 
account. Opening one in China can 
be complicated if the bank employs 
no English speakers. Therefore, 
again, a translator would be 
recommended. This article will 
provide a more detailed, step-by-step 
guide in opening a Chinese bank 
account. 
 
Telecommunication 
It is recommended to buy a local SIM 
card if your phone isn’t locked to other 
networks. If your phone is locked and 
you want to buy a Chinese one, there 
are tons of stores selling inexpensive 
phones everywhere. There are two 
main mobile phone operators in 
China: China Mobile and China 
Unicom. China Unicom is popular 
these days due to their good 
promotions and faster 3G connection. 
 
 

For further information on 
living and working in China, 
please check out the 
Maxxelli Consulting.  All of 
the information listed in the 
Ningbo City Guide can be 
found in detail there. 
 

http://maxxelli-consulting.com/expats-how-to-open-a-chinese-bank-account/
http://maxxelli-consulting.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Property Representation 
Open Market – Unlike many Western 
countries, landlords in China are free to list 
their property with as many agents as they 
wish. This means Maxxelli has access to 
nearly any property available, regardless of 
whether or not it’s listed in our database 
currently. 

 
Rental Rates 
Local agencies list Net rental prices which do 
not include tax or compound management 
fees. Maxxelli will always list the Gross Rental 
price. Your Property Schedule will list clearly 
what’s included in the Gross Rental! 

 
*Note: If your company is paying rent, 
the rental must usually include taxes 
and management fees*. 

 “Management Fees” as mentioned by 
our Consultants are compound 
management fees (condo  fees) and 
are not a Maxxelli management fee. 

 
Requests for Property Alterations 
Properties in China usually come fully 
decorated and furnished. Negotiating for 
changes is possible, but it is entirely 
dependent on the situation and is likely to 
cause an increase in rental. Not all landlords 
are willing to renovate or move/add furniture 
and inexpensive storage options are not 
readily available.  Even something as simple 
as hanging a painting on the wall may require 
landlord permission. 

 

Satellite 
Foreign Satellite TV is non-government 
sponsored for residential use in China. The 
available systems are pirated, unstable, and need 
constant upgrading to keep up with efforts to 
block piracy via technological advances. Even if 
your property has a satellite or your landlord 
agrees to install one, please be prepared to 
maintain the costs of this unit personally. Should 
your property not have one and you wish to have 
one installed, we can provide the necessary 
contacts. 
 
Online Housing Sources 
There are numerous online housing sources 
available.  It is important to remember that the 
majority of what is seen online is either fake, out 
of date, or local agents searching for new leads 
and doing a “bait and switch.”  If you do find 
something online of course do not hesitate to 
send it to your Maxxelli representative, but please 
remember there is a very high chance that this 
property is falsely advertised. 
 
Customer Service 
At move-in, we’ll show you how to use appliances 
and check the condition of the property with you, 
as well as show you around the compound, 
introduce you to the management office, and 
show you where to pay bills.  Following the move-
in you will be assigned one Customer Service 
Agent for the length of your lease. 
 

 

Tenant Lease Information 
 
Below are the common issues and misconceptions throughout China.  Maxxelli will attempt to alleviate any 
stresses felt from these items, and have tools and systems to ensure efficiency, but the items listed may vary 
greatly and are important to understand.  Please be sure to ask your Maxxelli Consultant for any further 
explanations. 

 



 

 

 

 

Maxxelli Relocation Products 
 
At Maxxelli we strive to be the best in the industry and are always searching for ways to innovate in order to 
better serve our clients throughout our entire network.  Below is our website that have evolved over the years 
to support the expat community.  These were created with the sole purpose of making your life in China more 
efficient 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maxxelli Consulting 
www.maxxelli-consulting.com 

 
All of the information in the above City Guide 
can be found in detail on the Maxxelli 
Consulting.  If you do not find what you are 
looking for, please let your Maxxelli Consultant 
know – We will create a blog article matching 
your needs 
 

 
 

 

 

http://www.maxxelli-consulting.com/

