
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
Rich in fragrant 

pears, it is called 
“Pear City” 

 

 
 

 “Horse Racing 
and is popular 
entertainment on 
the grassland” 
 

 
 
 

majority of inhabitants are Han Chinese, 
and there's a substantial percentage of 
Uyhgurs, Mongolians, and Huis.  
 
Korla has five superiority resources: light, 
heat, water and soil resource, oil and gas 
resource, mineral resource, tourism 
resource and unique agriculture 
resource. Kola has a warm temperate 
continent dry climate with a total 
sunshine time of 2990 hours, frost-free 
period of 210 days, annual average 
temperature of 11.4 degrees and annual 
average rainfall of 58.6 millimeters. 
Therefore, it is quite suitable for the 
growth of bergamot pear, fruits, cotton, 
tomato, safflower and hop. The long 
stapled cotton, tomato ketchup and wild 
kinder of Korla enjoy widespread 
reputation. 
 

Industry and Economy 
Korla has long been the biggest centre in 
the region after Karasahr itself, having 
abundant water and extensive farmlands, 
as well as controlling the main routes to 
the south and west of Karasahr. Due to 
the discovery of oil in the Taklamakan 
Desert, Korla is now both more populous 
and far more developed than Karasahr. 
Korla is home to a huge operational 
center for PetroChina's exploration in 
Xinjiang.  
Korla is also known for its production of 
fragrant pears, which are well known in 
the region for their sweetness and flavor. 
 
 
 
 
 

General  
Korla is a mid-sized city in the southwest 
frontier of China - in central Xinjiang. 
Korla’s meaning in Uyghur language is 
“overlooking”. It is located in the center of 
Eurasian and Xinjiang. To the northeast it 
margins Tarim Basin, Korla borders 
Kuluke Mountain and Huola Mountain 
(branch of Tianshan Mountain) to the 
north and Taklimakan Desert (the second 
largest desert in the world). Korla is also 
called Pear City and Oil City because it is 
rich in bergamot pear and oil. 
Administratively, it’s the capital of the 
Bayingolin Mongol Autonomous 
Prefecture, which is larger than Great 
Britain and is the largest Chinese 
prefecture. Neighboring areas are Gansu 
and Qinghai Provinces, the Tibet 
Autonomous Region.  
 
There has been a settlement at Korla 
since at least the Han Dynasty (206 BC – 
220 AD), when the town was known as 
Weili and had a population of around 
10,000 people. A river runs through Korla, 
and the river valley formed a natural 
passage between the mountains and the 
desert—no need for the Silk Road traders 
to cross the high mountain ranges nearby. 
One of the key fortifications in the area is 
the Tiemen (Iron Gate) Pass, a military 
checkpoint from the Tang Dynasty (618– 
907).  
 
The population has grown since the Han 
Dynasty, to a population of 470,000 
recorded by the 2007 census. The 
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“Nature sceneries 
around Korla are 

unique and 
astonishing” 

 
Korla has its own airport with opened 
scheduled flights to Shanghai, 
Chengdu, Jinan, Beijing, Xi’an and 
other big cities in China every week. In 
addition, 8 flights daily to Urumqi (40 
minutes), regular flights to nearby 
cities, such as Yining, Dunhuang and 
Kashgar.  
 
Public bus No.28 (CNY3) takes 
passengers to the city. Shuttle buses 
(CNY10, 09:40 - 00:30) are available to 
Lou Lan Hotel. A taxi into the city costs 
around CNY20.  
 
Korla Railway Station is at the east end 
of Xinhua Road, has trains running to 
Urumqi, Turpan, Lanzhou, Chengdu, 
Xian and further. 
 
National highway No.218 and other 
major roads in the city form a sound 
road system and link Korla to cities and 
tourist destinations in and around 
Xinjiang. The only red-brick road built 
in the desert also runs across the city. 
 
There are several major national 
highways linking Korla with the nearby 
cities and tourist destinations in and 
around Xinjiang. Everyday, there are 
long –distance buses to Urummqi, 
Aksu, Kashgar, Karamay City, etc. The 
newly built dessert road runs through 
the Taklimakan and reaches Minfeng 
County and Hetian City. 

The Bosten Lake is a nice place for 
appreciating lotus and sightseeing. Korla 
include Tiemen Pass is an important 
arduous pass of Silk Road with strategic 
location. Bayanbulak Grassland is the 
second largest grassland only inferior to 
Erdos in Inner Mongolia. Swan Lake is 
the place everyone eager for to watch 
swans. The best time to watch is around 
June every year. Ancient City of Loulan is 
the relic of ancient Loulan Kingdom which 
disappeared suddenly in 4th century, 
leaving lots of secrets uncovered. All 
pathfinders are enthusiastic about Lop 
Nur. 
 
Korla is a modern city combining the 
prosperity of inner cities and quietness of 
fortresses. You can visit both cultures of 
Loulan, Milan and Luobuzhuoer, and new 
city scenery. Unique terrain feature, 
ethnic culture, Kunlun Mountain peacock, 
snow mountains, grand plains and vast 
desert, all gather here. 

 
Dining 
Except roast whole lamb, fish, shish 
kebab, nang, yoghourt, noodle that can 
all be found within Xinjiang, Korla boasts 
many a delicious food such as bergamot 
pears, roast fish. On the square and main 
streets, different sorts of restaurants are 
in sight, where you can try local flavors 
snacks of Uighur and Mongoloid. When 
evening falls, night market is another 
choice for you to enjoy delicacies. 
Usually, it will last until one or two o’clock 
in the morning. When it comes to 
weekends, it is more bustling with noise 
and excitement and it will not close until 
three o’clock. 
 
Here are some restaurants not only with 
good quality of the food, price and service 
but also on English speaking staff: 
Herembag (Turkish and Russian), Royal 
(blend of Turkish, Chinese and Western), 
Feel Coffee for dining with the view, etc.  
 

Transport 
Korla is an important traffic artery for the 
south and north parts of Xinjiang and is 
the second largest traffic hub after 
Urumqi. 

 

Entertainment 
Horse Racing and Archery are 
popular entertainment on the 
grassland. It’s nice to walk along the 
Peacock River and enjoy the scene 
of the river at night. 
 
For the bars there are Hongfang Bar 
(East Renmin road) and 259 Bar 
(South Jianguo road). 
 

Shopping 
In Korla you can buy almost all of the 
famous specialties of Xinjiang. There 
are nice crafts such as the Aidelisi 
Silk, Yingjisha knives, Hetian carpet, 
golden jewellery, fragrant bag of 
Xibo nationality, ethnic instruments, 
ethnic costumes, jade carvings, 
wood carvings and whips of sheep 
horns. Besides these, there are 
tempting melons and fruits, like 
seedless white grapes, Hami melon, 
fragrant pear of Korla, garnet of 
Yecheng, apple of Ili.  
Here are some shopping areas in 
Korla: at the intersection of the 5th 
road there are few of shopping 
centers like Golden Triangle, Huijia 
Times Square, Renmin shopping 
mall. At Jiaotong East Street there is 
Tianbai shopping plaza and near 
Kongque district there is Sayibage 
market and Haojiaxiang 
supermarket. 
 

Places of Interest 
What does Korla have to offer in 

terms of sight-seeing? 

The tourism resources of Korla have 
distinctive features and Korla was 
listed on the first Chinese excellent 
tourism cities list. Basing on natural 
landscapes and taking ethnic culture 
as the main part, Korla city has 
devoted a lot in developing tourism.  
 
Korla city is a good place for 
exploring and traveling. There are 
many cultural relics inside the city. 
The most famous one being the Iron 
Gate Pass.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Caption describing picture or graphic. 

 

 

 
“Singing and dancing are integral parts 
of the local life and have been around 

for centuries” 
 
Garbage Disposal 
Garbage will be disposed of in the relevant containers as 
provided by your building. Even for bigger garbage or 
recyclables, these can also be left at the same garbage site and 
maintenance will take care of it. 
 

Voltage 
In China, the voltage is 220-240V. Standard Type A, common 
Type I and Type C plugs can be used in this outlet.  If you have 
appliances requiring 110V, you will easily find step-down 
voltage converters. 

 
Schools 
There is no international schools in Korla at the moment. 

 
Doctor 
There is no foreign clinic in Korla at the moment. However, 

there are various hospitals in the various districts. Make sure 

you have a local person or a significant level of Chinese to 

guide you through the register hassle. 

 

Mailing 

When sending post from Korla abroad, you will need to go the 

local post office. If you are not fluent in Mandarin, it’s better to 

go the big post office at the Bell Tower as the staff at that 

branch can speak English. Alternatively, you may wish to call a 

delivery company to come and pick up your post for you. DHL, 

FedEx, and UPS all have offices in Korla – however the cost is 

normally higher than China Post. 

 

 

 

 

 

As for the city’s public transport, Korla is served by 
29 bus routes. Most of them run from 08:00 to 
20:30. Bus services are very convenient and cheap, 
and you can go from one side of the city to the 
other for only 1Yuan (or 2 if it’s air-conditioned). 
Taxi flag down fare is 5 Yuan and may vary 
according to the size of the vehicle. Do note, 
however, that taxi services can be very limited 
during rush hours in Korla. 

 
Parking 
Parking spaces are very limited in Korla. In the 
centre of the city, hotels and other large building 
complexes are good places to find a parking spot. 
Spaces are priced at usually around 2 Yuan per 
hour; however, you can often get discounts for long-
term stays. 
 

Pets 
You are usually only allowed to bring one pet with 
you to China per adult passport. If you are planning 
on taking your pet with you, you will need to ensure 
you have all relevant health and vaccination 
certificates in order. In addition, you will need to 
provide your Chinese residential details. Once your 
pet arrives, it will have to be placed in between 15-
30 days of quarantine in order to be checked upon. 
Whether or not you can keep your pet in your 
house/apartment is up to your landlord – therefore it 
is essential to ask their permission prior to your 
arrival. The regulation since 2012 says big dogs are 
not allowed in the city, and the definition of big is in 
excess of 1 meter tall. Thus, you need to ask for the 
permission from the local police as well if you think 
your dog is big. 
 

PSB 
Upon arrival in China, you will also need to register 
yourself with your local public security bureau 
(usually a police station), to ensure the Chinese 
authorities know that you are living here legally. 
 
 

Korla emergency numbers 
Fire department: 119 

Police: 110 
Ambulance: 120 

Traffic Accident: 122 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Domestic Help 
At the moment, Maxxelli Korla does not provide 
services for finding ayi for the client. However, we 
do not mind asking around for you. Normally, you 
can find a good ayi for a decent price through 
another ayi who works for expats. 
 

Banking 
Consider opening a Chinese bank account. 
Opening one in China can be complicated if the 
bank employs no English speakers. Therefore, 
again, a translator would be recommended. This 
article will provide a more detailed, step-by-step 
guide in opening a Chinese bank account. 
 

Telecommunication 
It is recommended to buy a local SIM card if your 
phone isn’t locked to other networks. If your phone 
is locked and you want to buy a Chinese one, there 
are tons of stores selling inexpensive phones 
everywhere. There are two main mobile phone 
operators in China: China Mobile and China 
Unicom. China Unicom is popular these days due 
to their good promotions and faster 3G connection. 
 

For further information on 
living and working in China, 
please check out the Maxxelli 
Consulting.  All of the 
information listed in the Korla 
City Guide can be found in 
detail there. 
 

 

 

“Air-dried tomatoes in Korla 
sell well in international 

market” 
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Tenant Lease Information 
 
Below are the common issues and misconceptions throughout China. Maxxelli will attempt to alleviate any 
stresses felt from these items, and have tools and systems to ensure efficiency, but the items listed may vary 
greatly and are important to understand. Please be sure to ask your Maxxelli Consultant for any further 
explanations. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Property Representation 
Open Market –Unlike many Western 
Countries, landlords in China are free to list 
their property with as many agents as they 
wish. This means Maxxelli has access to 
nearly any property available, regardless of 
whether or not it’s listed in our database 
currently. 

 
Rental Rates 
Local agencies list Net rental prices which do 
not include tax or compound management 
fees. Maxxelli will always list the Gross Rental 
price. Your Property Schedule will list clearly 
what’s included in the Gross Rental! 

*Note: If your company is paying rent, 
the rental must usually include taxes 
and management fees*. 

 “Management Fees” as mentioned by 
our Consultants are compound 
management fees (condo  fees) and 
are not a Maxxelli management fee. 

 
Requests for Property Alterations 
Properties in China usually come fully 
decorated and furnished. Negotiating for 
changes is possible, but it is entirely 
dependent on the situation and is likely to 
cause an increase in rental. Not all landlords 
are willing to renovate or move/add furniture 
and inexpensive storage options are not 
readily available.  Even something as simple 
as hanging a painting on the wall may require 
landlord permission. 

 

Satellite 
Foreign Satellite TV is non-government sponsored 
for residential use in China. The available systems 
are pirated, unstable, and need constant upgrading 
to keep up with efforts to block piracy via 
technological advances. Even if your property has a 
satellite or your landlord agrees to install one, 
please be prepared to maintain the costs of this unit 
personally. Should your property not have one and 
you wish to have one installed, we can provide the 
necessary contacts. 
 
Online Housing Sources 
There are numerous online housing sources 
available.  It is important to remember that the 
majority of what is seen online is either fake, out of 
date, or local agents searching for new leads and 
doing a “bait and switch.”  If you do find something 
online of course do not hesitate to send it to your 
Maxxelli representative, but please remember there 
is an very high chance that this property is falsely 
advertised. 
 

Customer Service 
At move-in, we’ll show you how to use appliances 
and check the condition of the property with you, as 
well as show you around the compound, introduce 
you to the management office, and show you where 
to pay bills.  Following the move-in you will be 
assigned one Customer Service Agent for the length 
of your lease. 
 

 



 

 
Maxxelli Relocation Products 
 
At Maxxelli we strive to be the best in the industry and are always searching for ways to innovate in order to 
better serve our clients throughout our entire network.  Below is our website that have evolved over the years 
to support the expat community.  These were created with the sole purpose of making your life in China more 
efficient. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maxxelli Consulting 
www.maxxelli-consulting.com 

 
All of the information in the above City Guide 

can be found in detail on the Maxxelli 
Consulting.  If you do not find what you are 

looking for, please let your Maxxelli Consultant 
know – We will create a blog article matching 

your needs. 
 

 

 
 

 

http://www.maxxelli-consulting.com/

