
 

City guide: Guangzhou 
 

 

 

General 
Guangzhou, known as “a city in spring 

forever”, is one of the most important and 

famous cities in China and southern Asia. 

It is one of four first-tier cities in China. 

 
Known historically as Canton or, less 

commonly, Kwangchow, it stands as the 

capital and largest city of Guangdong 

province. Guangzhou is located on the 

Pearl River, about 120 km (75 miles) 

north-west of Hong Kong and stands as a 

key national transportation hub and 

trading port. One of the five national 

central cities, it holds sub-provincial 

administrative status. 

 
Due to its location just south of the 

Equator, Guangzhou has a humid 

subtropical climate and is thus influenced 

by the East Asian monsoon. Resultantly, 

the city boasts a wide variety of plant 

species within its surrounding regions. The 

city is part of the Pearl River Delta, and is 

therefore strategically a very important city 

for Chinese trade. Guangzhou’s city 

centre is situated next to the Baiyun 

Mountain, which is locally referred to as 

‘the lung of the city’. 

 
The locals here are proud speakers of 

Cantonese, which differs strongly from the 

Mandarin spoken inland. 

 

Industry and Economy 
Guangzhou is the main manufacturing hub 

of the Pearl River Delta, and one of 

 
 

mainland China's leading commercial 

regions. In 2018, the city’s GDP reached 

2,285.935 billion RMB (330,32 billion 

US$), which per-capita stands at 155,491 

RMB (22,468 US $). 

 
Guangzhou is the country's major 

industrial base, and a comprehensive 

industrial manufacturing center in 

southern China. Guangzhou’s local 

industrial production occupies an 

important position in the city's economy, 

and represents more than one-third  of 

the value of the city's gross domestic 

product. Automobile manufacturing, 

electronic communications and 

petrochemical are three pillar industries 

of the city's total industrial output. 

 
Guangzhou is considered one of the 

most prosperous cities in China, but due 

to rapid industrialization, it is also 

considered one of the most densely 

polluted. 

 
Within the city there are a number of 

designated industrial zones. These 

include the Guangzhou Economic and 

Technological Development Zone, the 

Guangzhou Nansha Export Processing 

Zone and Guangzhou Free Trade Zone – 

the latter of which encourages 

international trade, and is one of the few 

regions in China permitting unregulated 

markets. 

 

“Guangzhou, 
known as ‘the 
city in spring 

forever’” 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
The Statue of the 

Five Goats 
(above) is located 

in the western 
part of Yiexiu 

Park. 



 

 

Bars and Clubs 
As one of the first Chinese cities 

opened to the outside world, 

Guangzhou is definitely a pioneer in 

introducing fresh overseas trends to 

China in the field of entertainment. 

Subsequently, it is easy to find a place 

to relax in such a big city. 

The city has three main bar streets: 

Binjiang Lu, Huanshi Lu and Bai'e Tan, 

and these are the best known and 

busiest in Guangzhou. Binjiang Lu Bar 

Street is by the bank of the Zhujiang 

(Pearl River) and boasts lovely 

scenery. Huanshi Lu Bar Street is 

located near the city centre. However, 

the Bai'e Tan Bar Street, located at 

Changdi Lu on the bank of Bai'e Tan 

(White Goose Pond), is probably the 

most exotic. 

 
In terms of expat bars, due to its 

internationalised status, Guangzhou is 

in no short supply and you won’t have 

to look far. 

 
Shopping 
Lying next to Hong Kong and Macau, 

Guangzhou is in a highly competitive 

region for commercial activity and 

therefore needs to ensure its 

commercial development meets the 

expectations of consumers. This is not 

a problem however, and to tourists, the 

city really is a 'Shoppers' Paradise'. 

 
There are several large shopping 

streets in Guangzhou. This includes 

the Shangxia Jiu Lu Pedestrian Street, 

which is located in the Liwan District of 

Xiguan, a prosperous traditional 

commercial district. 

 
The most famous department stores in 

the city are located at shopping 

centres such as Teem Plaza and 

China Plaza (Zhonghua Guangchang). 

The Teem Plaza has become the new 

commercial centre of the city. Here  

you will find boutiques and shops 

selling fantastic goods, as well as a 

host of restaurants serving all kinds of 

cuisines. 

Places of Interest 

Due to the long history of Guangzhou in Chinese history, the city has numerous 

landmarks of visual magnificence. A key trading post for centuries, the famous 

Pearl River runs across the city and contributes to the serenity of the city’s natural 

features, which also include several beautiful garden areas, the Pearl River Park, 

Baiyun Mountain and Liuhuahu Park. 

Guangzhou is one of the twenty-four famous historical and cultural cities in China, 

and also boasts numerous cultural – as well as natural – attractions found in the 

city. This includes a number of temples, mosques and cathedrals. 

 
In 2011, a list named the ‘Eight Sights of Guangzhou’ was released to guide 

tourists and locals alike on where to visit in the city. Be sure to visit some of, if not 

all of the following destinations: Tayao Xincheng (including the Canton Tower), 

Zhushui Liuguang, Yunshan Diecui, Yuexiu Fenghua, Guci Liufang, Liwan 

Shengjing, Kecheng Jinxiu, Shidi Changwan. 

 

Dining 
Guangzhou delicacies are the main components of Yue Cai (Cantonese cuisine), 

along with dishes from Chaozhou and the Dongjiang river region in Guangdong. 

These dishes enjoy popularity across China, as well as internationally. Cantonese 

uses a wide range of ingredients from the sky, the earth, and the water, whilst 

using seasonings sparingly. Compared with other Chinese cuisines, these local 

dishes use few thick spicy dressings in order to avoid masking the original taste of 

the food. 

 
Cantonese dim sum (similar to dumplings) ranks as one of the most popular in the 

whole country. In Guangzhou, Panxi Restaurant (Panxi Jiujia) offers over 1,000 

kinds of dim sum. Among the various choices of dim sum, you may choose the 

most typical ones: shrimp dumpling, steamed shaomai, steamed vermicelli roll,  

etc., or be more adventurous in your choice. 

 

 

Transport 

Getting around in Guangzhou is convenient. The city is served by a high frequency 

and expansive bus system and metro system. In the case of the latter, thirteen 

subway lines are currently in operation and that number is set to increase largely 

over the next few years, with a further six lines planned for construction. 

Guangzhou Baiyun International Airport is one of three major international aviation 

hubs in mainland China, and its passenger throughput ranks second in the country 

and 19th in the world. The airport is one of the largest and most advanced airports 

in Asia, and it plays a pivotal role in the Chinese civilian airport layout. The airport 

is about 28 km from downtown Guangzhou Haizhu Square. 

Like all Chinese cities, taxis in Guangzhou are inexpensive in comparison to many 

Western countries. The driver will charge you 10 Yuan for a starting fee, and only 

2.6 Yuan for every kilometre afterwards. 



 

 
Parking 
Parking spaces can be very limited in Guangzhou 

and there is hardly any free parking available 

downtown.  In the centre of the city, hotels and 

other large building complexes are good places to 

find a parking spot. Spaces are priced at usually 

around 3 Yuan per hour; however, you can often 

get discounts for long-term stays. If you wish to rent 

your own parking spot, you will be looking at paying 

roughly 400 Yuan a month. 

 

Pets 
You are usually only allowed to bring one pet with 

you to China per adult passport. If you are planning 

on taking your pet with you, you will need to ensure 

you have all relevant health and vaccination 

certificates in order. In addition, you will need to 

provide your Chinese residential details. Once your 

pet arrives, it will have to be placed in between 15- 

30 days of quarantine in order to be checked upon. 

Whether or not you can keep your pet in your 

house/apartment is up to your landlord – therefore it 

is essential to ask their permission prior to your 

arrival. The regulation since 2012 says big dogs are 

not allowed in the city, and the definition  of big is in 

excess of 35 centmeter tall. Thus, you need to ask 

for the permission from the local police as well if 

you think your dog is big. 

 

PSB 
Upon arrival in China, you will also need to register 

yourself with your local public security bureau 

(usually a police station), to ensure the Chinese 

authorities know that you are living here legally. 

 

Garbage Disposal 
Garbage will be disposed of in the relevant 

containers as provided by your building. Even for 

bigger garbage or recyclables, these can also be 

left at the same garbage site and maintenance will 

take care of it. 

 

Voltage 
In China, the voltage is 220-240V. Standard Type 

A, common Type I and Type C plugs can be used 

in this outlet. If you have appliances requiring 

110V, you will easily find step-down voltage 

converters. 

 

 

The gigantic Canton Tower (above) 

Schools 
The major international schools in Guangzhou use the International 

Baccalaureate system, whilst there are still some schools which use 

the A-level format. These schools cater for children aged two to 

eighteen, and its students represent more than fifty nationalities. 

Here is a list of major international schools of Guangzhou: 

 
The American International School of Guangzhou, Alcanta 

International College, the French International School of Guangzhou, 

Guangzhou Nanhu International School, the British School of 

Guangzhou, Guangzhou Japanese School, International School 

Utahloy. 

 

Doctor 

Guangzhou is well-served by international doctor surgeries and you 

needn’t worry about receiving medical care from non-English 

speakers if you need it. There is a Global Doctor, the Guangzhou 

United Family Clinic, the Outpatient Clinic and the Euram 

International Medical Centre, all of which are in Tianhe District. Also, 

the Institute of Western Surgery is in Panyu district, whilst 

Guangzhou Can Am International Medical Center in Yuexiu District. 

Mailing 

When sending post from Guangzhou abroad, you will need to go the 

local post office. If you are not fluent in Mandarin, it’s better to go the 

big post office at the Bell Tower as the staff at that branch can speak 

English. Alternatively, you may wish to call a delivery company to 

come and pick up your post for you. DHL, FedEx, and UPS all have 

offices in the city – however the cost is normally higher than China 

Post. 

Internet 

If you are worried about internet accessibility – fear not, VPNs are 

very accessible. Internet services are commonly provided by your 

landlord, and if this is the case the cost will be included in your rent. If 

you wish to obtain a faster service, this can be done by contacting 

your Maxxelli consultant. 

Guangzhou emergency numbers 
Fire department: 119 

Police: 110 

Ambulance: 120 

Traffic Accident: 122 



 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
The Guangzhou Baiyun 

International Conference 
Centre (below) hosts 

numerous business events 
which help connect China to 

the globe 
 
 

Domestic Help 

 
At the moment, Maxxelli Guangzhou does not 

provide services for finding ayi for the client. 

However, we do not mind asking around for you. 

Normally, you can find a good ayi for a decent 

price through another ayi who works for expats. 

 

Banking 

 
Consider opening a Chinese bank account. 

Opening one in China can be complicated if the 

bank employs no English speakers. Therefore, 

again, a translator would be recommended. This 

article will provide a more detailed, step-by-step 

guide in opening a Chinese bank account. 

 

Telecommunication 
 

It is recommended to buy a local SIM card if 

your phone isn’t locked to other networks. If your 

phone is locked and you want to buy a Chinese 

one, there are tons of stores selling inexpensive 

phones everywhere. There are two main mobile 

phone operators in China: China Mobile and 

China Unicom. China Unicom is popular these 

days due to their good promotions and faster 3G 

connection. 

 

For further information on 

living and working in China, 

please check out the Maxxelli 

Consulting. All of the 

information listed in the 

Guangzhou City Guide can 

be found in detail there. 

http://maxxelli-consulting.com/expats-how-to-open-a-chinese-bank-account/
http://maxxelli-consulting.com/expats-how-to-open-a-chinese-bank-account/
http://www.maxxelli-consulting.com/
http://www.maxxelli-consulting.com/


 

 

Tenant Lease Information 
 

Below are the common issues and misconceptions throughout China. Maxxelli will attempt to alleviate any 

stresses felt from these items, and have tools and systems to ensure efficiency, but the items listed may vary 

greatly and are important to understand. Please be sure to ask your Maxxelli Consultant for any further 

explanations. 
 

Property Representation 

Open Market –Unlike many Western 

Countries, landlords in China are free to list 

their property with as many agents as they 

wish. This means Maxxelli has access to 

nearly any property available, regardless of 

whether or not it’s listed in our database 

currently. 

 
Rental Rates 

Local agencies list Net rental prices which do 

not include tax or compound management 

fees. Maxxelli will always list the Gross Rental 

price. Your Property Schedule will list clearly 

what’s included in the Gross Rental! 

*Note: If your company is paying rent, 

the rental must usually include taxes 

and management fees*. 

“Management Fees” as mentioned by 

our Consultants are compound 

management fees (condo fees) and 

are not a Maxxelli management fee. 

 
Requests for Property Alterations 

Properties in China usually come fully 

decorated and furnished. Negotiating for 

changes is possible, but it is entirely 

dependent on the situation and is likely to 

cause an increase in rental. Not all landlords 

are willing to renovate or move/add furniture 

and inexpensive storage options are not 

readily available. Even something as simple 

as hanging a painting on the wall may require 

landlord permission. 

Satellite 

Foreign Satellite TV is non-government sponsored 

for residential use in China. The available systems 

are pirated, unstable, and need constant upgrading 

to keep up with efforts to block piracy via 

technological advances. Even if your property has a 

satellite or your landlord agrees to install one, 

please be prepared to maintain the costs of this unit 

personally. Should your property not have one and 

you wish to have one installed, we can provide the 

necessary contacts. 

 
Online Housing Sources 

There are numerous online housing sources 

available. It is important to remember that the 

majority of what is seen online is either fake, out of 

date, or local agents searching for new leads and 

doing a “bait and switch.” If you do find something 

online of course do not hesitate to send it to your 

Maxxelli representative, but please remember there 

is an very high chance that this property is falsely 

advertised. 

 

Customer Service 
At move-in, we’ll show you how to use appliances 

and check the condition of the property with you, as 

well as show you around the compound, introduce 

you to the management office, and show you where 

to pay bills. Following the move-in you will be 

assigned one Customer Service Agent for the length 

of your lease. 

 

 



 

 

 

Maxxelli Relocation Products 
 

At Maxxelli we strive to be the best in the industry and are always searching for ways to innovate in order to 

better serve our clients throughout our entire network. Below is our website that have evolved over the years 

to support the expat community. These were created with the sole purpose of making your life in China more 

efficient. 

Maxxelli Consulting 

www.maxxelli-consulting.com  

All of the information in the above City Guide  

can be found in detail on the Maxxelli Consulting.  

If you do not find what you are looking for, please  

let your Maxxelli Consultant know – We will  

create a blog article matching your needs. 
 

 
 

 

http://www.maxxelli-consulting.com/

