
 
 

 

Industry 
The city has had a continuous annual 

percentage increase in GDP since 1992. 

In 2017, the city’s GDP registered a 7% 

increase, reaching 699 billion RMB, while 

per capita GDP hit 100,033 RMB. 

According to nationwide appraisal by the 

National Bureau of Statistics, Dalian 

ranks eighth among Chinese cities in 

terms of overall strength. The city’s main 

industries include machine 

manufacturing, petrochemicals and oil 

refining, and electronics. 

 
Dalian was originally an agriculture and 

aquaculture-based area, which, after the 

opening of the ferry between Yantai and 

Lushun during the early 20th century, 

began to be populated by the farmers 

and fishers of Shandong, across the 

Yellow Sea during the Chuang 

Guandong era. Corn, vegetables, fruit 

such as apples, cherries, and pears are 

Dalian’s typical agricultural products. 

 
Dalian Port is emerging as a very 

important port for international trade. A 

new harbour for oil tankers, at the 

terminus of an oil pipeline from the 

Daqing oilfields, was completed in 1976. 

Dalian is the 8th largest port in China. 

Accordingly, Dalian is a major centre for 

oil refineries, diesel engineering, and 

chemical production. 

“Dalian is a 
financial, 

shipping, and 
logistics center for 
Northeast Asia.” 

 

 

 
“Dalian Port is 

emerging as a 

very important 

port for 

international 

trade.” 

City guide: Dalian 

General 
Dalian is a major city and seaport in the 

south of Liaoning province. It is the 

southernmost city of Northeast China, at 

the tip of the Liaodong peninsula. Dalian 

is, with almost 7 million inhabitants, the 

province’s second largest city and has 

sub-provincial administrative status; only 

the provincial capital Shenyang, is larger. 

 
The Shandong peninsula lies southwest 

across the Bohai Sea; Korea lies across 

the Yellow Sea to the east. Today a 

financial, shipping, and logistics center 

for Northeast Asia, Dalian has a 

significant history of being used by 

foreign powers for its ports: Dalian 

proper was previously better known as 

Port Arthur or Ryojun from its Lushunkou 

District. 

 
Dalian, Compared to ancient capital 

cities such as Beijing, Xi’an, Nanjing or 

Luoyang, is a young city with only a 100- 

year history. In 1950, Dalian merged with 

a nearby town called Lushun (the former 

Port Arthur or Ryojun) to form the city of 

Luda, a name formed from the first 

syllable of each cities name and usually 

pronounced as Lu-ta in English during 

that era. In 1981, the State Council again 

renamed the city, from Luda to Dalian, 

effective 5 March 1981. 



  

“Five Colour City is where to find 
expat-populated drinking bars and 
dance clubs as well as Japanese 

whiskey bars and karaoke outlets”.” 

China. In addition to local and express 

bus service to Beijing and other areas 

in the northeast, Dalian is connected  

by passenger ship service to 

neighboring coastal cities, such as 

Tianjin and Yantai, as well as Incheon, 

South Korea. 

 

 

Dining 
What about cuisine? If you wish to try a 

Dalian specialty, you must visit a 

Dalian seafood restaurant. There are 

numerous brands for every budget and 

most seafood restaurants will have a 

wide variety of other popular Chinese 

dishes to choose from to compliment 

the  main  course.  If you feel like a 

break from Chinese food, there are 

numerous Western-specialised 

restaurants located all around the city.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“The Dalian Tram 
system is the 

second oldest in 

China.” 

Bars and Clubs 
If you feel like going out for a drink in Dalian there are 

various places to go. Acapella is a bar frequented by 

Expats, with live music common. If you like to listen to 

the latest top-40 tunes and enjoy live DJ performances, 

JDs is the place to go. In DDA area, you will find a 

variety of other bars simply by asking your taxi driver to 

take you to Wu Cai Cheng (Five Color City) in the 

entrance of Kai Fa Qu district – numerous expat- 

populated bars and dance clubs are merely a few 

minutes walk from one another including Japanese 

whiskey bars and popular karaoke outlets. 

 

Shopping 
Peace Mall Shopping Center is the ideal place for all of 

your shopping needs. Here you will find everything: 

foreign groceries, previously elusive appliances and 

much more. It is located right in the centre of the 

Zhongshan district. Depending on where you  prefer to 

go or what you are looking to purchase, alternatives 

include MyKal Mall, New Mart, and Da Cai Shi – a local 

complex where you should bargain for the best prices. 

In terms of specific foreign supermarkets for when you 

really crave something from back home, Dalian has a 

few options. On top of the usual international 

supermarkets such as Sam’s Club, Carrefour, Metro and 

Walmart, the city has a well-established chain called 

Sunny’s Import Store, which are also well stocked with 

foreign wines, cheeses, and beer. 

Also completed few years ago is a 

port on Dagushan Peninsula on the 

northern suburbs, specializing in 

import/export of mining and oil 

products. Together with Dalian 

Railroad Station, Dalian International 

Airport and two major express roads 

to Shenyang (Shenda Expressway) – 

Changchun (Changda Expressway) 

– Harbin (Hada Expressway) in the 

north and to Dandong to the east, 

Dalian has become an important 

distribution center. 

 

Transport 
Dalian is one of the many cities in 

China where there are no longer 

many bicycles, and where there are 

few motorcycles, because their sale 

is prohibited. The city has a 

comprehensive bus system and an 

efficient Metro system, usually called 

Qinggui, which connects Dalian 

Development Zone and Jinshitan 

with downtown Dalian. The Dalian 

Tram system is the second oldest in 



 
 

 

 

 
School 

Tiger Beach 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

”Xinghai 
Square is 

East Asia’s 
largest 
square” 

Dalian has one international school – Dalian 

American International School - located in 

the Jinshitan (Golden Pebble Beach) area of 

Kaifaqu. Dalian is also home to Maple Leaf 

National School which is has bilingual  as 

well as Chinese-only curriculums. The 

school originates from Canada and currently 

has three campuses throughout the city both 

downtown and in the northern suburbs. 

 

Doctor 
There is currently one hospital in Dalian 

which meet international standards and take 

international insurance – International SOS 

located in Kaifaqu. VITUP clinic supported by 

the local government is expanding their 

presence in Dalian and has doctors from 

around the world. They can also to accept 

international insurance once their General 

Hospital. 

Mailing 

When sending post from China abroad, you 

will need to go to visit your local post office. 

If you are not fluent in Mandarin, you will 

most likely require a translator or fluent- 

speaking friend for assistance, since there is 

no guarantee that any employees at the 

branch will speak English. Alternatively, you 

may wish to call a delivery company to come 

and pick up your post for you – however this 

is likely to cost more. 

Internet 

If you are worried about internet accessibility 

– fear not, VPNs are very accessible. 

Internet services are commonly provided by 

your landlord, and if this is the case the cost 

will be included in your rent. If you wish to 

obtain a faster service, this can be done by 

contacting your Maxxelli Consultant 

Places of Interest 

Dalian is a popular destination among 

domestic tourists and foreign visitors, 

especially from Japan, South Korea and 

Russia. Its mild climate and multiple 

beaches as well as its importance in the 

modern history of China have attracted 

tourists. 

beaches 

Beach, 

Some of the most famous 

are Tiger Beach, Xinghai 

Jinshitan Beach, and 

Fujiazhuang Beach. In 2007, it was one 

of three cities named “China’s best 

tourist city”, along with Hangzhou and 

Chengdu, recognized by the National 

Tourism Administration and the United 

Nations World Tourism Organization. 

ZhongShan District is the economics 

center with ZhongShan Park a major 

place of interest for residents and 

tourists alike. Laohutan, Fujiazhuang 

Beach, and Discovery Land are noted 

for their natural scenery with the 

Underwater World, the Bird Park, and 

the Polar Region Zoo all being popular 

destinations. Xinghai square was built 

at the centennial of the City of Dalian in 

1998 and slated to be East Asia’s 

largest square. Xinghai beach is inside 

Xinghai Park, is about 800 meters long, 

and is an excellent place for swimming. 

Victory Square is an underground 

shopping mall with four floors 

underground. 

In the northern suburbs of Jinzhou and 

Kaifaqu, Jinshitan Beach (Golden 

Pebble Beach) is an attraction with 

splendid coves and rock formations. 

There is also a golf course, cross 

country motorcycling, a theme park, and 

a game forest. 

Lushun District has a deep history of 

foreign occupation. Anbo has hot 

springs and ski course. 

Which social 
activities can I 

do? 

In terms of social 
activities, the city 
has much to offer. 
There are regular 

events organized by 
the International 

Club of Dalian (ICD), 
which is run by 

working expats in 
Dalian. There is an 

expat mother’s 
support group to 
find information 

about child rearing 
in the city. And the 

local bars often 
organize stand-up 
comedy events, 

poker nights, and 
live performances 
by local Chinese 

and foreign bands. 
For the business 

minded, the 
American Chamber 
of Commerce holds 
networking events 
once per month. 



Domestic Help 
If you need domestic help like an ayi or a driver, Maxxelli 

will as a standard help you sort this out. If you want to 

look for your own, Google serves a list of opportunities. 

 

Banking 
Consider opening a Chinese bank account. Opening one 

in China can be complicated if the bank employs no 

English speakers. Therefore, again, a translator would be 

recommended. This article will provide a more detailed, 

step-by-step guide in opening a Chinese bank account. 

 

Telecommunication 
It is recommended to buy a local GSM SIM card if your 

phone isn’t locked to other networks. But if your phone is 

locked and you want to buy a Chinese one, there are tons 

of stores selling inexpensive phones everywhere. There 

are two main mobile phone operators in China, China 

Mobile and China Unicom 

 

For further information on living and 
working in Dalian, or anywhere else 
in China, please check out the 
Maxxelli Consulting. All of the 
information listed in the Dalian City 
Guide can be found in detail there. 

Opened officially in 2012, 
the Harbin-Dalian High- 
Speed Train travels over 

350 km per hour in 
summer time taking just 
3.5 hours to travel 921 

kilometres. 

 
Parking 
Due to the sheer numbers of cars in Dalian, you 

will have to pay for your parking almost 

everywhere. In the centre of the city, hotels and 

other large building complexes are good places 

to find a parking spot. Spaces are priced at 

usually around 5 Yuan per hour; however, you 

can often get discounts for long-term stays. If 

you wish to rent your own parking spot, you will 

be looking at paying roughly 500 Yuan a month. 

 

Pets 
You are usually only allowed to bring one pet 

with you to China per adult passport. If you are 

planning on taking your pet with you, you will 

need to ensure you have all relevant health and 

vaccination certificates in order. In addition, you 

will need to provide your Chinese residential 

details. Once your pet arrives, it will have to be 

placed in between 15-30 days of quarantine in 

order to be checked upon. Whether or not you 

can keep your pet in your house/apartment is up 

to your landlord – therefore it is essential to ask 

their permission prior to your arrival. 

 

PSB 
Upon arrival in China, you will also need to 

register yourself with your local public security 

bureau (usually a police station), to ensure the 

Chinese authorities know that you are living 

here legally. 

 

Garbage Disposal 
Garbage will be disposed of in the relevant 

containers as provided by your building. Even 

for bigger garbage or recyclables, these can 

also be left at the same garbage site and 

maintenance will take care of it. 

 

Voltage 
In China, the voltage is 220-240V. Standard 

Type A, common Type I and Type C plugs can 

be used in this outlet. If you have appliances 

requiring 110V, you will easily find step-down 

voltage converters. 

 

Emergency numbers 

 
Fire department: 119 
Police: 110 
Ambulance: 120 
VITUP Healthcare: 411 82805577 

http://maxxelli-consulting.com/expats-how-to-open-a-chinese-bank-account/
http://maxxelli-consulting.com/


 
Tenant Lease Information 

 

Below are the common issues and misconceptions throughout China. Maxxelli will attempt to alleviate any 

stresses felt from these items, and have tools and systems to ensure efficiency, but the items listed may vary 

greatly and are important to understand. Please be sure to ask your Maxxelli Consultant for any further 

explanations. 

 
Property Representation 

Open Market –Unlike many Western 

Countries, landlords in China are free to list 

their property with as many agents as they 

wish.  This   means  Maxxelli   has   access  to 

nearly any property available, regardless of 

whether or not it’s listed in our database 

currently. 

 
Rental Rates 

Local agencies list Net rental prices which do 

not include tax or compound management 

fees. Maxxelli will always list the Gross Rental 

price. Your Property Schedule will list clearly 

what’s included in the Gross Rental! 

*Note: If your company is paying rent, 

the rental must usually include taxes and 

management fees*. 

“Management Fees” as mentioned by 

our Consultants are compound 

management fees (condo fees) and 

are not a Maxxelli management fee. 

 
Requests for Property Alterations 

Properties in China usually come fully 

decorated    and    furnished.    Negotiating for 

changes is possible, but it is entirely 

dependent on the situation and is likely to 

cause an  increase in  rental. Not all  landlords 

are willing to renovate or move/add furniture 

and inexpensive storage options are not 

readily available. Even something as simple  

as hanging a painting on the wall may require 

landlord permission. 

Satellite 

Foreign Satellite TV is non-government sponsored 

for residential use in China. The available systems 

are pirated, unstable, and need constant upgrading 

to keep up with efforts to block piracy via 

technological advances. Even if your property has a 

satellite or your landlord agrees to install one, 

please be prepared to maintain the costs of this unit 

personally. Should your property not have one and 

you wish to have one installed, we can provide the 

necessary contacts. 

 
Online Housing Sources 

There are numerous online housing sources 

available. It is important to remember that the 

majority of what is seen online is either fake, out of 

date, or local agents searching for new leads and 

doing a “bait and switch.” If you do find something 

online of course do not hesitate to send it to your 

Maxxelli representative, but please remember there 

is an very high chance that this property is falsely 

advertised. 

 

Customer Service 
At move-in, we’ll show you how to use appliances 

and check the condition of the property with you, as 

well as show you around the compound, introduce 

you to the management office, and show you where 

to pay bills. Following the move-in you will be 

assigned one Customer Service Agent for the length 

of your lease. 



 
Maxxelli Relocation Products 

 

At Maxxelli we strive to be the best in the industry and are always searching for ways to innovate in order to 

better serve our clients throughout our entire network. Below there is our website that have evolved over the 

years to support the expat community. These were created with the sole purpose of making your life in China 

more efficient 

 

Maxxelli Consulting 

http://maxxelli-

consulting.com/ 

 
All of the information in the above City Guide can 

be found in detail on the Maxxelli Consulting 

website. If you do not find what you are looking 

for, please let your Maxxelli Consultant know – 

We will create a blog article matching your needs 

http://maxxelli-consulting.com/
http://maxxelli-consulting.com/

