
 

 

City guide: Chongqing 
 

 

General 
At first glance the people of Chongqing 

may seem slightly rude and unfriendly. If 

you don’t speak or understand 

“Chongqing hua” (the city’s dialect), it can 

sometimes feel like locals are forever 

madly yelling at you or one another. 

However, once you surpass the initial 

cultural difference, you will find that the 

people are very pleasant, talkative and 

more than willing to help the integration of 

new residents to the city. Though 

Chongqing’s people work many hours a 

day, they nevertheless ensure that they 

create time to relax with their friends – the 

balance is on-point. In this guide, you will 

get to know the ins and outs of life in 

Chongqing – what to do, eat, and how to 

enjoy the city in general. 

 
Chongqing is China’s fourth largest 

municipality, and the biggest one in the 

south west. It is a city which is constantly 

developing, and therefore you will see a 

lot of construction sites – especially in the 

centre districts. The city itself is divided by 

the famous Yangtze River and the Jialing 

River, giving Chongqing a notable 

advantage when it comes to 

transportation. A lot of Chongqing is built 

on hills, which means walking around 

certain areas of the city can be rather 

challenging. 

If you include both the rural and urban 

population of Chongqing, it is the most 

populous city in China (350 people per 

square kilometer). Despite this large 

population in the city proper, the 

urbanized area of Chongqing has a 

population of under 7 million while the 

greater area has more than 34 million 

residents, with the city covering an area 

of 82,300 square kilometres. 

Thus, it can be seen that half of the 

population are living outside the urban 

areas of Chongqing in hundreds of 

square kilometres of farmland. 

 
Industry 
The nominal GDP of Chongqing has 

been on a continuous upward trend. 

From 1950 billion RMB in 2017 to 2036 

billion RMB in 2018, which is around 6% 

of growth. The city oversaw around 

400% increase in GDP over the last two 

decades. In 2018, the primary industries 

were valued at 137.8 RMB billion, the 

secondary industries 832.9 RMB billion 

and the tertiary industries 1065.6 RMB 

billion. Chongqing is rich in natural 

resources, with more than forty kinds of 

minerals present in the region. 

Additionally, it is China’s third largest 

centre of motor vehicle production and 

the largest for motorcycles. It is also 

home to Asia’s largest aluminium plant: 

South West Aluminium. Due to its rapid 

urbanization, Chongqing has transformed 

into a vital industrial area in western 

China. 

“It is the 
most 

populous 
city in 
China” 

 

 
The Yangtze 

River, which 

boasts  

amazingly 

beautiful scenery 



 

 
 

 

 
 

One of Chongqing’s 
many hot springs; this 
is located in the Beipei 

district. 

 

 
Bars and Clubs 

This has been further strengthened 

by the opening of the Yuxin’ou 

international cargo railroad in 2010, 

connecting Chongqing to Duisburg 

in Germany. Additionally, the 

massive investment in the 

Liangjiang New Area (or: Two 

Rivers New Zone) by both the 

Chinese government and foreign 

companies, including ten of the 

Fortune 500, has facilitated 

substantial growth. Within the next 

five years, Chongqing is expected 

to play a big role in Sino-European 

economic and trade ties. 

 

Transport 
As of December 2018, 

Chongqing metro consisted of 

eight lines, with a total track 

length of 311.9 km. Lines 1, 4, 5, 

6, 10 and the Loop line are 

conventional heavy-rail subways, 

while Lines 2 and 3 are high-

capacity monorails. To keep up 

with urban growth, construction is 

under way on Lines 9 and S5, in 

addition to extensions to Lines 1,  

5, 6, 10 and the Loop line. A network of 

18 lines is planned.  

Chongqing has four major railway 

stations: Chongqing East Station, 

Chongqing West Station,Chongqing 

North Station and Chongqing Station 

They all provide connections to other 

major cities in China. Chongqing also 

has a well- functional bus system 

allowing you to travel through most of 

the city. If you prefer taking a cab, the 

starting fee is 8 kuai which gives you 

3km, every following km is 1.8 kuai. A 

taxi from the airport to Jiefangbei is 

roughly 50 kuai.  

 

Dining 
What about cuisine? If you wish to try a 

Chongqing specialty, you must visit a 

hot pot restaurant. As the name implies 

the dish is very spicy. However, you 

can order a variety of combinations of 

ingredients within it – spicy or not – 

giving everybody a chance to finish!. If 

you feel like a break from Chinese 

food, there are numerous Western- 

specialised restaurants located all 

around the city.   

If you feel like going out for a drink in Chongqing there 

are various places to go. Cotton Club is a bar frequented 

by Expats, with live music common. If you like to sit out 

in the open while enjoying the lively city life, The 

Beergarden is the place to go. You will find a variety of 

other bars simply by asking your taxi driver to take you 

to Jiefangbei in the centre of Yuzhong district – 

numerous expat-populated bars and dance clubs are 

merely five minutes from one another. 

 

Shopping 
Times Square is the ideal place for all of your shopping 

needs. Here you will find everything: foreign groceries, 

previously-elusive appliances and much more. It is 

located right in the centre of the Yuzhong district, next to 

the liberation monument Jiefangbei. If you don’t live 

close to Yuzhong district there are alternatives. In the 

Jiangbei district you will find the “Starlight 68 Plaza” – a 

large shopping mall – whilst in Nan’an district you will 

find “Wanda Plaza”, where the shopping buildings are 

linked together by an outdoor street. 

 
In terms of specific foreign supermarkets for when you 

really crave something from back home, Chongqing is 

well-served. On top of the usual international 

supermarkets such as Carrefour, Metro and Walmart, 

the city has a chain named Olé present. A list of 

addresses is to be found in the end. 

 

 

 
Times Square (below), with the 

liberation monument in the middle, 
“Jiefangbei” 

 
 
 



 

 
 

 
Places of Interest 

Do you care for art? Or do you simply 

wish to see something amazing? Either 

way, you should visit Huangjueping art 

district. Former home to the Sichuan 

Fine Arts Institute, this area is helmed 

by the must-see Huangjueping Graffiti 

Street (黄桷坪涂鸦街). Some eight- 
hundred students, painters and workers 

were commissioned to set this street 

awash with colour over a period of 150 

days. The result is 1.25 km of beautiful 

paintings all over every building. Multiple 

interesting shops can be found here, as 

well as many small, cosy coffee houses. 

The street culminates at the 501 Art 
Repository (501 艺术基地) – formally a 
tobacco factory, but now home to 

studios – where artists handcraft their 

pieces. 

If you travel three hours west of 

Chongqing you will find the Dazu Rock 

Carvings, one of UNESCO’s World 

Heritage sites. Besides the impressive 

carvings, you will find a fascinating 

temple complex on the grounds. 

Alternatively, you can spend three hours 

travelling north-east of Chongqing to 

visit Fengdu, a river city on the banks of 

the Yangtze River. Across the river from 

the city is a so-called ghost town, which 

can be reached by ferry. Here you will 

find inter alia an authentic Buddhist 

temple on Mount Ming. If you feel like 

experiencing some beautiful nature, the 

most amazing spot is located in the 

middle of Wanzhou District – a waterfall 

with a height of 64.5m and a width of 

115m. Furthermore, nearby, you can 

experience one of the world’s 

engineering wonders. By taking a 

lengthy tour down the Yangtze River 

you can visit the Three Gorges Dam – 

the world’s most powerful power station 

in terms of installed capacity. 

 

 

Yuzhong 

district’s 

night 

skyline 

(left) 

 
 
 

An image of the Huangjueping art 
district 

School 
Chongqing has one international school: the 

Yew Chung International School of Chongqing 

(YCIS). YCIS base their schemes and 

frameworks upon set-ups outside of China; 

specifically, the National Curriculum of 

England. This is to ensure high standards and 

an easy transition to Western working values. 

 

Doctor 

Global Doctor Chongqing Clinic is the only 

international standard medical clinic in the 

Chongqing Municipality, conveniently located 

in Room 701 of the Hilton Business Tower in 

Yuzhong District. The medical activities of the 

Global Doctor Clinic are supported by the 

Emergency Center of Chongqing (at 

Chongqing’s No.4 Hospital). Meilian is the first 

Sino-American joint venture dental treatment 

clinic in Chongqing. They use the latest 

technology to ensure the Western quality 

dentistry standards. 

Mailing 

When sending post from China abroad, you 

will need to go to visit your local post office. If 

you are not fluent in Mandarin, you will most 

likely require a translator or fluent-speaking 

friend for assistance, since there is no 

guarantee that any employees at the branch 

will speak English. Alternatively, you may wish 

to call a delivery company to come and pick 

up your post for you – however this is likely to 

cost more. 

Internet 

If you are worried about internet accessibility 

– fear not, VPNs are very accessible. Internet 

services are commonly provided by your 

landlord, and if this is the case the cost will be 

included in your rent. If you wish to obtain a 

faster service, this can be done by contacting 

your Maxxelli Consultant. 

Which social 
activities can I 

do? 

 
In terms of social 
activities, the city 
also has much to 

offer. The 
Chongqing 

International 
Football club, which 

has players both 
from China and the 
rest of the world, is 
always open to new 

recruits. You can 
also join the 
Chongqing 

International 
Women’s Group, a 
charity group that 

helps to improve the 
lives of 

underprivileged 
children, as well as 
simply organising 

social events 
amongst one 

another. 



 

 

 

Parking 
Due to the sheer numbers of cars in Chongqing, 

you will have to pay for your parking almost 

everywhere. In the centre of the city, hotels and 

other large building complexes are good places 

to find a parking spot. Spaces are priced at 

usually around 3 Yuan per hour; however, you 

can often get discounts for long-term stays. If 

you wish to rent your own parking spot, you will 

be looking at paying roughly 500 Yuan a month. 

 

Pets 
You are usually only allowed to bring one pet 

with you to China per adult passport. If you are 

planning on taking your pet with you, you will 

need to ensure you have all relevant health and 

vaccination certificates in order. In addition, you 

will need to provide your Chinese residential 

details. Once your pet arrives, it will have to be 

placed in between 15-30 days of quarantine in 

order to be checked upon. Whether or not you 

can keep your pet in your house/apartment is up 

to your landlord – therefore it is essential to ask 

their permission prior to your arrival. 

 

PSB 
Upon arrival in China, you will also need to 

register yourself with your local public security 

bureau (usually a police station), to ensure the 

Chinese authorities know that you are living 

here legally. 

 

Garbage Disposal 
Garbage will be disposed of in the relevant 

containers as provided by your building. Even 

for bigger garbage or recyclables, these can 

also be left at the same garbage site and 

maintenance will take care of it. 

 

Voltage 
In China, the voltage is 220-240V. Standard 

Type A, common Type I and Type C plugs can 

be used in this outlet. If you have appliances 

requiring 110V, you will easily find step-down 

voltage converters. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Domestic Help 
If you need domestic help like an ayi or a driver, Maxxelli 

will as a standard help you sort this out. If you want to 

look for your own, Google serves a list of opportunities. 

 

Banking 
Consider opening a Chinese bank account. Opening one 

in China can be complicated if the bank employs no 

English speakers. Therefore, again, a translator would be 

recommended. This article will provide a more detailed, 

step-by-step guide in opening a Chinese bank account. 

 

Telecommunication 
It is recommended to buy a local GSM SIM card if your 

phone isn’t locked to other networks. But if your phone is 

locked and you want to buy a Chinese one, there are tons 

of stores selling inexpensive phones everywhere. There 

are two main mobile phone operators in China, China 

Mobile and China Unicom 

 

For further information on living 

and working in Chongqing, or 

anywhere else in China, please 

check out the Maxxelli Consulting . 

All of the information listed in the 

Chongqing City Guide can be found 

in detail there. 
 

The Three Gorges 

Dam (left) – a truly 

remarkable man-made 

landmark – is 

accessible via 

Chongqing 

Emergency numbers 
 

Fire department: 119 
Police: 110 
Ambulance: 120 
Chongqing first aid hospital: 023-63625529 
Number for general police station is: 023 6375 
8200 (Chongqing City police station). They 
will put you through to your desired branch, 

or give you the relevant number. 

http://maxxelli-consulting.com/expats-how-to-open-a-chinese-bank-account/
http://maxxelli-consulting.com/


 

 

Tenant Lease Information 
 

Below are the common issues and misconceptions throughout China. Maxxelli will attempt to alleviate any 

stresses felt from these items, and have tools and systems to ensure efficiency, but the items listed may vary 

greatly and are important to understand. Please be sure to ask your Maxxelli Consultant for any further 

explanations. 
 

Property Representation 
Open Market –Unlike many Western 

Countries, landlords in China are free to list 

their property with as many agents as they 

wish. This means Maxxelli has access to 

nearly any property available, regardless of 

whether or not it’s listed in our database 

currently. 

 
Rental Rates 

Local agencies list Net rental prices which do 

not include tax or compound management 

fees. Maxxelli will always list the Gross Rental 

price. Your Property Schedule will list clearly 

what’s included in the Gross Rental! 

*Note: If your company is paying rent, 

the rental must usually include taxes 

and management fees*. 

“Management Fees” as mentioned by 

our Consultants are compound 

management fees (condo fees) and 

are not a Maxxelli management fee. 

 
Requests for Property Alterations 

Properties in China usually come fully 

decorated and furnished. Negotiating for 

changes is possible, but it is entirely 

dependent on the situation and is likely to 

cause an increase in rental. Not all landlords 

are willing to renovate or move/add furniture 

and inexpensive storage options are not 

readily available. Even something as simple 

as hanging a painting on the wall may require 

landlord permission. 

Satellite 

Foreign Satellite TV is non-government sponsored 

for residential use in China. The available systems 

are pirated, unstable, and need constant upgrading 

to keep up with efforts to block piracy via 

technological advances. Even if your property has a 

satellite or your landlord agrees to install one, 

please be prepared to maintain the costs of this unit 

personally. Should your property not have one and 

you wish to have one installed, we can provide the 

necessary contacts. 

 
Online Housing Sources 

There are numerous online housing sources 

available. It is important to remember that the 

majority of what is seen online is either fake, out of 

date, or local agents searching for new leads and 

doing a “bait and switch.” If you do find something 

online of course do not hesitate to send it to your 

Maxxelli representative, but please remember there 

is an very high chance that this property is falsely 

advertised. 

 

Customer Service 
At move-in, we’ll show you how to use appliances 

and check the condition of the property with you, as 

well as show you around the compound, introduce 

you to the management office, and show you where 

to pay bills. Following the move-in you will be 

assigned one Customer Service Agent for the length 

of your lease. 

 
 
 

 



 

 

List of shopping addresses  
 

 

Malls and Department Stores 

 
Maison Mode Times 

Address: No.100, Zourong Road, Yuzhong District 

 

 
Carrefour 

Address: 

Supermarkets 

 
 

Metropolitan Plaza (Pacific Department Store) 

Address: No.68, Zourong Road, Yuzhong District 

 
 

Far Eastern Department Store 

Address: No.10, Beicheng Tianjie, Jiangbei District 

 
 

Parkson 

Address: No.78, Changjiang Er Lu, Yuzhong District 

No.2, West Nanping Road, Nan’an District 

 
 

Jiamao Shopping Mall 

Address: Sanxia Square (Sanxia Guangchang), No.29, 

Xiaoxin Street, Shapingba District 

 
 

Wanfujing Department Store 

Address: 

Diwang Square (Diwang Guangchang), No.166, Minzu 

Road, Yuzhong District 

 
Sanxia Square (Sanxia Guangchang), No.29, Xiaoxin 

Street, Shapingba District 

 
 

New Century Department Store 

Address: 

No.37, North Xinjian Road, Jiangbei District 

Yangjiaping Pedestrian Street, Jiulongpo District 

 
Basement 1, Gengxin Huayuan, No.63, Tianxingqiao 

Zhengjie, Shapingba District 

 
5F, New Century, No.123, Zourong Road, Yuzhong 

District 

Basement 1, Binxin Shijicheng, No.26, Yangjiaping 

Pedestrian Street, Jiulongpo District 

 
No.2, Jinguangyin Square (Jinguanyin 

Guangchang), West Xinjian Road, Jiangbei District 

 
New Chongqing Plaza, No.22, Minzu Road, 

Yuzhong District 

 

 
Wal-Mart 

Address: 

No.2, Xijiao Sancun, Yangjiaping, Jiulongpo District 

 
1F, Guorui Cheng, No.1000, Songqing Road, 

Dadukou District 

 
No.60, West Nanping Road, Nan'an District 

 

 
Trust-Mart 

Address: 

Xinyang Square (Xinyang Guangchang), 

Shapingba Zhengjie, Shapingba District 

 
Tianlong Square (Tianlong Guangchang), Nanping 

Zhengjie, Nan'an District 

 

 
Watsons 

Address: 

No.68, Zourong Road, Yuzhong District 

 
Yinli Building (Yingli Dasha), No.6, Guanyinqiao 

Pedestrian Street, Jiangbei District 

 
Huigonglu, Pedestrian Street, Nan'an District 

 

 
 

Metro 

 
Supermarkets 

Lotus Supercenter 

 
Address: 

Address: No.101, Baihe Road, Nan’an District 
No.36, Xinnan Road, Yubei District 

 
No.6, North Yanghe Road, Jiangbei District 


