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“Chengdu 
consistently 

ranks amongst 
the most laid- 

back and liveable 
cities in China” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Giant pandas 
(above) make 

Chengdu 
internationally 

renowned 

Industry and Economy 
 
The Gross Domestic Product (GDP) of 

Chengdu stood at $1338.9 billion in 

2017, which was an increase of 14% 

from 2016. The economy of Chengdu 

grew ferociously from 2000 to 2010 

with an average annual 14.6% growth. 

Per capita disposable income as of 

2017 is 86,911 RMB. 

 
Chengdu alongside the cities of 

Chongqing and Xian form the ‘Western 

Triangle Development Zone’ and which 

contains by far the greatest 

concentrations of industrial, commercial 

and economic activity in Western China. 

It is seen by policy makers as one of the 

key regions for the future of the Chinese 

economy in the years ahead, as 

economic development shifts to inland 

China. 

 
Chengdu is seen by many foreign 

companies as a gateway to western 

China and consequently is the most 

popular Foreign Direct Investment 

destination in the region. As of 2012, 

over 200 of the top Fortune 500 global 

companies have operations in Chengdu 

with an overall utilised investment of 

$8.59 billion. Companies such as Intel, 

Sony, Toyota, Motorola, IBM, Siemens 

and many other operate assembly lines 

and/or R&D centres in the city. 

General 
 
Chengdu is known as the ‘leisure capital’ 

of China due to its laid-back, outdoor 

reputation. This noticeably calmer, more 

relaxed atmosphere is apparent when you 

walk down the city streets and watch 

residents wile away their hours enjoying 

life – sipping tea, smoking, socialising, and 

playing mah-jong or cards. 

 
Chengdu is the capital of one of the 

largest and most famous provinces of 

China, Sichuan. According to the 2010 

Census of China, 7,123,697 people lived 

in the urban area of the city, with just over 

14 million in the entire district. This makes 

Chengdu the most populous urban area in 

Western China. The population is forecast 

to grow greatly in the future, as the focus 

of economic development and 

urbanisation shifts from Coastal China to 

the west of the country. 

 
The city is located on the Chengdu plain, 

which is situated near the meeting of the 

Tibetan plateau and the Sichuan basin. As 

a consequence of its plains location, most 

of the city is extremely flat in terrain with 

many small canals and rivers running 

through it. The climate is significantly 

influenced by the neighbouring Tibetan 

plateau so that the weather is mild and 

humid, with cloud cover for much of the 

year. 



Bars and Clubs 
 
The two main areas for nightlife are 

Jiu Yan Qiao and Lan Kwai Fong. 

Lan Kwai Fong is a new 

entertainment district created the 

infamous Hong Kong bar district of 

the same name, whilst Jiu Yan Qiao 

is a across the rover and more 

established. Both are full of bars, 

clubs and KTVs, and are very 

affordable. 

 
For a more expat-orientated drinking 

environment, there are a number of 

places in Chengdu which should suit 

your needs. Mooney’s, Shamrock 

and the Lazy Pug are all generally 

busy with expats, each selling a 

range of imported beers and liquors 

as well as Western food. 

 
Shopping 

 
Chunxi Road is the main shopping 

district of Chengdu. This pedestrian 

street is lined with shopping malls, 

department stores, street stalls and 

boutiques. Several shopping and 

eating streets branch out from the 

main strip where you can find some 

of city’s tastiest street food and best 

bargain deals on clothing and 

accessories. 

 
The New Century Global Center 

which opened in August 2013 is 

arguably the world’s largest building. 

This must-see behemoth not only 

contains a large mall with many 

foreign-brand goods on sale but also 

houses offices, conference rooms, 

hotels an IMAX cinema, a skating 

rink and a ‘Mediterranean Village’. 

 
In the new Raffles City development 

you can find many international 

brand retail shops, as well as the 

Treat Supermarket which sells many 

imported items otherwise difficult to 

find in the city. For grocery shopping, 

Chengdu is well-served with 

Walmart, Metro, Carrefour and 

Auchan present in the city. 

Places of Interest 

Chengdu has plenty on offer in terms of 

sight-seeing and cultural attractions. 

Amongst the most enduring images of 

Chengdu is as the ‘Panda City’. About 45 

minutes’ drive north of Chengdu centre is 

the Chengdu Panda Research Base. 

Here you can witness giant pandas 

amongst bamboo groves in a native-like 

habitat. It is well worth the visit to see 

these elusive animals as well as to see 

the world class research facilities. 

Kuanzhaixiangzi is a network of 

pedestrian alleys located north-west of 

Tianfu Square. Amongst the maze of 

tastefully renovated old-style pagoda 

buildings you will find many upscale 

restaurants and tea houses. It is worth a 

stroll if not only to sample the unique 

atmosphere. 

Another attraction is Jinli Ancient Street. 

Here replicas of Qing Dynasty mansions 

sell local souvenirs and antiques. The 

best time to visit is after dinner where you 

will be able to witness the street filled with 

locals. There is also a snack alley with 

features dozens of varieties of Sichuan 

treats. 

People’s Park is one of the most popular 

parks in the city, where you can row on a 

lake, watch people dance, play mah-jong 

or work out. There are also many 

teahouses on the grounds as well as a 

monument to an uprising that led to the 

fall of the Qing Dynasty. 

 
Dining 

Chengdu is a Mecca for Sichuan cuisine, 

being the capital of the province. This 

cuisine is renowned in China as delicious 

and fiery due to the heavy use of the 

Sichuan pepper, which gives the food a 

distinctive numbing aftertaste. 

There are also many restaurants in 

Chengdu that cater to a wider 

international palette such as the Sultan 

(Indian), Mix & Match (Spanish) and The 

Bookworm (American).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Transport 

 
Chengdu Shuanliu International Airport 

(CTU) is the predominant aviation hub 

in Western China and amongst the top 

50 busiest airports in the world. The 

airport handled 31.59 million domestic 

and international passengers in 2017. 

Prominent international destinations 

include London, Paris and San 

Francisco, . 

 
Chengdu is the largest railway hub of 

Western China. Three passenger 

railway stations are in operation 

currently in the city: Chengdu Railway 

Station, East Railway Station and 

South Railway Station. High-speed 

trains are going to 15 destinations, 

including Beijing and Shanghai. 

 
Chengdu currently has a metro 

consisting of six lines. There are 

currently over 350 km (220 mi) of 

subway lines under construction in 

Chengdu. In 2017 another 5 lines 

started construction. 

 
Taxis are generally regarded as a 

convenient and affordable method of 

transportation in the city. The starting 

fee for a Chengdu taxi is 8RMB; while 

the distance surcharge is 1.9RMB per 

additional km. 

 
 

 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Inside of New Century Global Centre 
(above), the world’s largest building 

 
Schools 
There are a few international schools in Chengdu. These are 

QSI International School of Chengdu, Chengdu Meishi 

International School, Chengdu International School, EtonHouse 

International School and Leman International School. The 

curriculums they provide are based on a range of 

internationally-recognised programmes for example the 

International Baccalaureate (IB). 

 
Doctor 

Chengdu has two international-oriented medical clinics, 

Parkway Health and Global Doctor Chengdu. These provide 

primary services to patients like check-ups, x-rays and 

acupuncture and partner with local hospitals for more advanced 

medical procedures like surgery. 

Mailing 

When sending post from China Abroad, you will need to go to 

visit your local post office. If you are not fluent in Mandarin, you 

will most likely require a translator or fluent-speaking friend for 

assistance, since there is no guarantee that any employees at 

the branch will speak English. Alternatively, you may wish to 

call a delivery company to come and pick up your post for you- 

however this is likely to cost more. 

Internet 

If you are worried about internet accessibility – fear not, VPNs 

are very accessible. Internet services are commonly provided 

by your landlord, and if this is the case the cost will be included 

in your rent. If you wish to obtain a faster service, this can be 

done by contacting your Maxxelli consultant. 

Chengdu emergency numbers 
Fire department: 119 

Police: 110 

Ambulance: 120 

Traffic Accident: 122 

Parking 
Parking spaces can be very limited in Chengdu and 

there is hardly any free parking available downtown. 

In the centre of the city, hotels and other large 

building complexes are good places to find a 

parking spot. Spaces are priced at usually around 3 

Yuan per hour; however, you can often get 

discounts for long-term stays. If you wish to rent 

your own parking spot, you will be looking at paying 

roughly 400 Yuan a month. 

 

Pets 
You are usually only allowed to bring one pet with 

you to China per adult passport. If you are planning 

on taking your pet with you, you will need to ensure 

you have all relevant health and vaccination 

certificates in order. In addition, you will need to 

provide your Chinese residential details. Once your 

pet arrives, it will have to be placed in between 15- 

30 days of quarantine in order to be checked upon. 

Whether or not you can keep your pet in your 

house/apartment is up to your landlord – therefore it 

is essential to ask their permission prior to your 

arrival. 

 

PSB 
Upon arrival in China, you will also need to register 

yourself with your local public security bureau 

(usually a police station), to ensure the Chinese 

authorities know that you are living here legally. 

 

Garbage Disposal 
Garbage will be disposed of in the relevant 

containers as provided by your building. Even for 

bigger garbage or recyclables, these can also be 

left at the same garbage site and maintenance will 

take care of it. 

 

Voltage 
In China, the voltage is 220-240V. Standard Type 

A, common Type I and Type C plugs can be used in 

this outlet. If you have appliances requiring 110V, 

you will easily find step-down voltage converters. 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Domestic Help 
 

 
 
 

Chunxi Road (below) is 
Chengdu’s main shopping 

hub 

At the moment, Maxxelli Chengdu does not provide 

services for finding ayi for the client. However, we 

do not mind asking around for you. Normally, you 

can find a good ayi for a decent price through 

another ayi who works for expats. 

 

Banking 

 
Consider opening a Chinese bank account. 

Opening one in China can be complicated if the 

bank employs no English speakers. Therefore, 

again, a translator would be recommended. This 

article will provide a more detailed, step-by-step 

guide in opening a Chinese bank account. 

 

Telecommunication 
 

It is recommended to buy a local SIM card if your 

phone isn’t locked to other networks. If your phone 

is locked and you want to buy a Chinese one, there 

are tons of stores selling inexpensive phones 

everywhere. There are two main mobile phone 

operators in China: China Mobile and China 

Unicom. China Unicom is popular these days due 

to their good promotions and faster 3G connection. 

 

For further information on 

living and working in China, 

please check out the Maxxelli 

Consulting. All of the 

information listed in the 

Chengdu City Guide can be 

found in detail there. 

http://maxxelli-consulting.com/expats-how-to-open-a-chinese-bank-account/
http://maxxelli-consulting.com/expats-how-to-open-a-chinese-bank-account/
http://maxxelli-consulting.com/
http://maxxelli-consulting.com/


Property Representation 

Open Market –Unlike many Western 

Countries, landlords in China are free to list 

their property with as many agents as they 

wish. This means Maxxelli has access to 

nearly any property available, regardless of 

whether or not it’s listed in our database 

currently. 

 
Rental Rates 

Local agencies list Net rental prices which do 

not include tax or compound management 

fees. Maxxelli will always list the Gross Rental 

price. Your Property Schedule will list clearly 

what’s included in the Gross Rental! 

*Note: If your company is paying rent, 

the rental must usually include taxes 

and management fees*. 

“Management Fees” as mentioned by 

our Consultants are compound 

management fees (condo fees) and 

are not a Maxxelli management fee. 

 
Requests for Property Alterations 

Properties in China usually come fully 

decorated and furnished. Negotiating for 

changes is possible, but it is entirely 

dependent on the situation and is likely to 

cause an increase in rental. Not all landlords 

are willing to renovate or move/add furniture 

and inexpensive storage options are not 

readily available. Even something as simple 

as hanging a painting on the wall may require 

landlord permission. 

Satellite 

Foreign Satellite TV is non-government sponsored 

for residential use in China. The available systems 

are pirated, unstable, and need constant upgrading 

to keep up with efforts to block piracy via 

technological advances. Even if your property has a 

satellite or your landlord agrees to install one, 

please be prepared to maintain the costs of this unit 

personally. Should your property not have one and 

you wish to have one installed, we can provide the 

necessary contacts. 

 
Online Housing Sources 
There are numerous online housing sources 

available. It is important to remember that the 

majority of what is seen online is either fake, out of 

date, or local agents searching for new leads and 

doing a “bait and switch.” If you do find something 

online of course do not hesitate to send it to your 

Maxxelli representative, but please remember there 

is an very high chance that this property is falsely 

advertised. 

 

Customer Service 
At move-in, we’ll show you how to use appliances 

and check the condition of the property with you, as 

well as show you around the compound, introduce 

you to the management office, and show you where 

to pay bills. Following the move-in you will be 

assigned one Customer Service Agent for the length 

of your lease. 

 

 

Tenant Lease Information 
 

Below are the common issues and misconceptions throughout China. Maxxelli will attempt to alleviate any 

stresses felt from these items, and have tools and systems to ensure efficiency, but the items listed may vary 

greatly and are important to understand. Please be sure to ask your Maxxelli Consultant for any further 

explanations. 

 

 



Maxxelli-Blog  

http://maxxelli-consulting.com/ 

 
All of the information in the above City Guide can be 

found in detail on the Maxxelli Consulting. If you do not 

find what you are looking for, please let your Maxxelli 

Consultant know – We will create a blog article 

matching your needs 

 

 

Maxxelli Relocation Product 
 

At Maxxelli we strive to be the best in the industry and are always searching for ways to innovate in order to 

better serve our clients throughout our entire network. Below there is our website that have evolved over the 

years to support the expat community. These were created with the sole purpose of making your life in China 

more efficient. 

 

http://maxxelli-consulting.com/

