
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

General 
Changsha is the largest and capital city 
of Hunan province, in south-central 
China. The city has a vibrant cultural 
history and has important ties to the 
establishment of the Communist state. 
 
Due to Hunan’s abundance of arable 
land, Changsha, since the Qin dynasty 
(221-206 BC) has been a highly 
important region. Under the Ming and 
Qing dynasties, Changsha would further 
evolve into one of China’s principal rice 
markets, supplying the rest of the nation 
with its large surpluses.  
 
Following the Treaty of Shanghai in 
1903, Changsha was opened up to 
foreign trade. This led to a boom in the 
development of the city with a number 
of foreign factories, churches and 
schools being built over this time. Yale 
University alumni opened a college in 
the city, which later became the Xiangya 
Medical Centre and the Yali Secondary 
School. 
 
It’s population grew massively over this 
period, however the area began to be 
plagued with peasant unrest at the 
agrarian elite. This created the perfect 
environment for Mao Zedong to develop 
his political ideas. Mao’s village of 
Shaoshan was just an hour away from 
Changsha and it was in the city that he 
would receive his further education. 
Mao’s birthplace and childhood home 
are now popular tourist destinations. 
 
In 2017, the municipal area of 
Changsha  

 

City guide: Changsha 

had a population of 7.92 million, with 
an urban population of over 3 million. 
 
Industry and Economy 
Historically, Changsha has always 
been a highly important port city. 
Located on the lower reaches of the 
Xiang River, a branch of the Yangtze, 
the city acts as a hub for Hunan’s rice 
exports to the rest of the country. 
Changsha’s importance for Hunan as 
a transportation base is still just as 
important to this day, shipping not only 
rice, but also timber, cotton and 
livestock around the nation. 
 
Changsha is now one of the top 20 
most advanced cities in the country, 
with a GDP of 1,021 billion RMB. It 
has expanded its traditional role as an 
export centre while promoting the 
development of its other industries. 
Manufacturing and construction now 
account for 46% of Changsha’s 
outputs, and a large hi-tech zone, built 
in 1992, continues to attract large 
levels of foreign direct investment. To 
be specific, Changsha’s foreign trade 
in 2017 reached 8.70 billion USD with 
the export of machinery products 
accounting for 57% of foreign exports. 
59% of foreign investment has come 
from East Asian companies but the 
Americas and Europe are quickly 
entering the area, accounting for 28% 
and 9% respectively. Some notable 
foreign businesses already in the 
Changsha technological zone include; 
Mitsubishi, Bosch, Philips and LG. 
 
 

 
Mobius strip pedestrian  
bridge over Lake Meixi,  

currently under construction. 
 

 
Artist rendering of ‘Sky City’, 
currently under construction. 
The skyscraper will be 838m 

tall. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Yuelu Mountain 
 
Located on the west bank of the 
river, Mount Yuelu is a fantastic day 
trip for those who enjoy hiking and 
the great outdoors. The mountain 
holds great importance for the 
development of Taoism in the area 
and a number of temples have been 
built here. Aiwan Pavillion actually 
has a poem written by Mao Zedong 
in the 1950s on a tablet inside 
 

 
 
Shopping 
The most popular shopping area is 
Wuyi Square in the centre of the 
city. Sitting in the middle of Wuyi Lu 
is the Aijialing Shopping Circle 
which features two famous 
department centres, the Friendship 
Store and Apollo Shopping City. 
Aijialing has a huge range of mid-
range to high-end commodities.  
 

 
 
For those more interested in 
purchasing something of cultural 
value, a visit to the Embroidery 
Research Institute is essential. 
Hunan sewing, Xiang Xiu, is one of 
China’s four finest forms of 
embroidery. A visit to Changsha 
would be wasted without bringing 
home a sample of this fine art form.  
 
 
 

 

Places of Interest 
Changsha is an ancient city of huge 
significance to the development of 
China’s political and cultural identity. 
 

 
Kaifu Temple 
 
Built over 100 years ago in 927 BC, 
Kaifu Temple is a beautifully 
preserved example of China’s ancient 
history. The temple is extensive, 
covering an area of 48,000 sq/m, 
containing a number of gardens, halls, 
rooms and even a pagoda.  
 

Orange (Juexi) Island 

 
Located in the centre of the Xiang 
river, Juexi island has been 
transformed into a beautiful natural 
park. The main focal point is the giant 
bust of Chairman Mao in the island’s 
centre which attracts visitors from all 
across China. However, a large music 
festival is also held in the summer. A 
visit here won’t take you longer than a 
few hours but it’s still an absolute 
must. 
 
 
 

 

 
Wulingyuan 
 
Visitors to Changsha would be 
missing out if they didn’t visit the 
UNESCO world heritage national 
park of Wulingyuan. Located 5 hours 
northwest of Changsha, Wulingyuan 
is known for its unique and distinctive 
sandstone pillars. The park also 
contains numerous streams, pools 
and waterfalls, making the area 
absolutely mesmerising. Tourism to 
the area has increased since the film 
Avatar came out in 2009; Director 
James Cameron based the floating 
mountains from the film on 
Wulingyuan’s peaks! 
 

Shaoshan – Mao’s Village 
 
As mentioned earlier, Mao’s village 
and childhood home lay just an hour 
outside Changsha. The supposed 
home of China’s deified leader has 
been extensively renovated and an 
accompanying museum created. 
 

Tianxin Tower 
 
Another fragment of old Changsha, 
Tianxin Tower stands 30 metres 
above the rest of Changsha as the 
command post for the city wall. Built 
during the Ming dynasty, the tower 
was sadly lost during a fire in 1938. In 
1983 a renewal process took place 
and the complex has now been fully 
restored. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 
West Jiefang Road at night. 

 
Nightlife 
The main hang-out area for expats 
in Changsha is on West Jiefang 
Road. There are multiple bars, 
clubs and foreign restaurants in 
this area – Hooligans is one of the 
most popular, serving a mix of 
American and Mexican dishes 
before the club gears up for the 
night. Jello shots, loud western 
music and BBQ keeps this place 
the favourite of the expat 
community. Glamor is another 
successful club; pop-heavy, 
ostentatious and extravagant. 
Certainly not to be missed. A bar 
called Margaret is a more chilled 
out club, offering live rhythm and 
blues for a different atmosphere. 
 

 
Xiaoxiang Morning Post  
shows Changsha locals  

enjoying a night out. 
. 
 
 

 
 

 

Education 
Changsha has always been highly 
regarded for its education system; 
being the site of many ancient 
schools and academies. Today, 
Changsha retains a number of 
highly prestigious institutions: 
most notably, Central South 
University, a medical college 
ranked sixteenth out of all 
universities in China. 
 
There are limited options when it 
comes to international schools in 
Changsha.  
 

 
Changsha WES Academy 

 
Changsha WES Academy is an 
international  kindergarten and 
school, educating pupils from 3-13 
years old. There are plans to 
eventually educate students to a 
university level but these are not 
yet implemented. The school is 
highly successful, internationally 
renowned and offers students 
small class sizes and personal 
teacher-pupil interaction. 
 
Lushan International Experimental 
School is the only other semi-
international institution in 
Changhsa. Lushan educates 
pupils from ages-16 and has a 
large number of boarding 
students, however students can 
still attend and live at home. While 
not as prestigious as WES, 
Lushan is the only option for pre-
university level schooling. 
Teaching is available in Chinese 
and English. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cuisine 
Changsha’s cuisine is a blend of 
different regions in Hunan province, 
including the Xiang River area, 
Dongting Lake and western Hunan. 
Known as Xiangcai, Changsha’s 
cuisine is one of the eight most 
traditional Chinese cooking styles; 
renowned for its hot spicy flavour, 
fresh aromas and deep colours.  
 

 
Stinky tofu – a local favourite. 
 
Stinky tofu is perhaps the most 
signature of Xiangcai dishes. 
Chinesestreetfood.com describes this 
snack as a ‘olfactory assault’ akin to 
‘burning Satan’s gym socks.’ But 
apparently it tastes far better than it 
smells! 
 

 
Steamed fish head:  
a Xiangcai speciality! 
 
Steamed fish head is another famous 
Hunan delicacy. Renowned for being 
incredibly spicy, the dish uses multiple 
different kinds of chillis, prepared in 
different ways; fermented, dried and 
fresh.  



 

 

 

 

Healthcare 
So far in Changsha there is only one 
international clinic inside the Hunan 
Brain Hospital, located on Chiling 
Road. A branch of Global Clinic, the 
surgery is state of the art and offers 
consultations in English and Chinese. 
Further treatment will require a referral 
to a Chinese facility, however, the 
international clinic can organise all this 
on your behalf. 
 
Mailing 
When sending post from Changsha 
abroad, you will need to go the local 
post office. If you are not fluent in 
Mandarin, it’s better to go the big post 
office where the staff can speak 
English. Alternatively, you may wish to 
call a delivery company to come and 
pick up your post for you. DHL, 
FedEx, and UPS all have offices in 
Changsha – however the cost is 
normally higher than China Post. 

Internet 
If you are worried about internet 
accessibility – fear not, VPNs are very 
accessible. Internet services are 
commonly provided by your landlord, 
and if this is the case the cost will be 
included in your rent. If you wish to 
obtain a faster service, this can be 
done by contacting your Maxxelli 
consultant. 
 
Parking 
Parking spaces can be very limited in 
Changsha and there is hardly any free 
parking available downtown.  In the 
centre of the city, hotels and other 
large building complexes are good 
places to find a parking spot. Spaces 
are priced at usually around 3 Yuan 
per hour; however, you can often get 
discounts for long-term stays. If you 
wish to rent your own parking spot, 
you will be looking at paying roughly 
400 Yuan a month. 

 

Pets 
You are usually only allowed to bring 
one pet with you to China per adult 
passport. If you are planning on taking 
your pet with you, you will need to 
ensure you have all relevant health 
and vaccination certificates in order. 
In addition, you will need to provide 
your Chinese residential details. Once 
your pet arrives, it will have to be 
placed in between 15-30 days of 
quarantine in order to be checked 
upon. Whether or not you can keep 
your pet in your house/apartment is 
up to your landlord – therefore it is 
essential to ask their permission prior 
to your arrival. The regulation since 
2012 says big dogs are not allowed in 
the city, and the definition of big is in 
excess of 1 meter tall. Thus, you need 
to ask for the permission from the 
local police as well if you think your 
dog is big. 
 
PSB 
Upon arrival in China, you will also 
need to register yourself with your 
local public security bureau (usually a 
police station), to ensure the Chinese 
authorities know that you are living 
here legally. 
 
Garbage Disposal 
Garbage will be disposed of in the 
relevant containers as provided by 
your building. Even for bigger garbage 
or recyclables, these can also be left 
at the same garbage site and 
maintenance will take care of it. 
 
 

 
Changsha: the ancient roots of 

the city are still preserved. 

Voltage 
In China, the voltage is 220-240V. 
Standard Type A, common Type I and 
Type C plugs can be used in this 
outlet.  If you have appliances 
requiring 110V, you will easily find 
step-down voltage converters. 
 
Domestic Help 
At the moment, Maxxelli does not 
provide services for finding ayi for the 
client. However, we do not mind 
asking around for you. Normally, you 
can find a good ayi for a decent price 
through another ayi who works for 
expats. 
 
Banking 
Consider opening a Chinese bank 
account. Opening one in China can 
be complicated if the bank employs 
no English speakers. Therefore, 
again, a translator would be 
recommended. This article will 
provide a more detailed, step-by-step 
guide in opening a Chinese bank 
account. 
 
Telecommunication 
It is recommended to buy a local SIM 
card if your phone isn’t locked to other 
networks. If your phone is locked and 
you want to buy a Chinese one, there 
are tons of stores selling inexpensive 
phones everywhere. There are two 
main mobile phone operators in 
China: China Mobile and China 
Unicom. China Unicom is popular 
these days due to their good 
promotions and faster 3G connection. 
 
 

For further information on 
living and working in China, 
please check out the 
Maxxelli Consulting.  All of 
the information listed in the  
Changsha City Guide can 
be found in detail there. 
 

http://maxxelli-consulting.com/expats-how-to-open-a-chinese-bank-account/
http://maxxelli-consulting.com/


 

 

 

 
Property Representation 
Open Market – Unlike many Western countries, 
landlords in China are free to list their property with 
as many agents as they wish. This means Maxxelli 
has access to nearly any property available, 
regardless of whether or not it’s listed in our 
database currently. 

 
Rental Rates 
Local agencies list Net rental prices which do not 
include tax or compound management fees. 
Maxxelli will always list the Gross Rental price. 
Your Property Schedule will list clearly what’s 
included in the Gross Rental! 

 
*Note: If your company is paying rent, the 
rental must usually include taxes and 
management fees*. 

 “Management Fees” as mentioned by our 
consultants are compound management 
fees (condo  fees) and are not a Maxxelli 
management fee. 

 
Requests for Property Alterations 
Properties in China usually come fully decorated 
and furnished. Negotiating for changes is possible, 
but it is entirely dependent on the situation and is 
likely to cause an increase in rental. Not all 
landlords are willing to renovate or move/add 
furniture and inexpensive storage options are not 
readily available.  Even something as simple as 
hanging a painting on the wall may require landlord 
permission. 

 

Satellite 
Foreign Satellite TV is non-government sponsored 
for residential use in China. The available systems 
are pirated, unstable, and need constant upgrading 
to keep up with efforts to block piracy via 
technological advances. Even if your property has a 
satellite or your landlord agrees to install one, please 
be prepared to maintain the costs of this unit 
personally. Should your property not have one and 
you wish to have one installed, we can provide the 
necessary contacts. 
 
Online Housing Sources 
There are numerous online housing sources 
available.  It is important to remember that the 
majority of what is seen online is either fake, out of 
date, or local agents searching for new leads and 
doing a “bait and switch.”  If you do find something 
online of course do not hesitate to send it to your 
Maxxelli representative, but please remember there 
is a very high chance that this property is falsely 
advertised. 
 
Customer Service 
At move-in, we’ll show you how to use appliances 
and check the condition of the property with you, as 
well as show you around the compound, introduce 
you to the management office, and show you where 
to pay bills.  Following the move-in you will be 
assigned one Customer Service Agent for the length 
of your lease. 
 

 

Tenant Lease Information 
 
Below are the common issues and misconceptions throughout China.  Maxxelli will attempt to alleviate any 
stresses felt from these items, and have tools and systems to ensure efficiency, but the items listed may vary 
greatly and are important to understand.  Please be sure to ask your Maxxelli Consultant for any 
further explanations. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Maxxelli Relocation Products 
  
At Maxxelli we strive to be the best in the industry and are always searching for ways to innovate in order to 
better serve our clients throughout our entire network.  Below is our website that have evolved over the years 
to support the expat community.  These were created with the sole purpose of making your life in China more 
efficient. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maxxelli Consulting 
www.maxxelli-consulting.com 

 
All of the information in the above City Guide 

can be found in detail on the Maxxelli 
Consulting.  If you do not find what you are 

looking for, please let your Maxxelli Consultant 
know – We will create a blog article matching 

your needs. 
 

 
 

 

 

http://www.maxxelli-consulting.com/

