
 
 

“Beijing is the 
nation’s political, 

cultural, and 
educational 

center.” 

and its art treasures and universities 

have made it a centre of culture and art 

in China. Encyclopaedia  Britannica 

notes that “few cities in the world have 

served for so long as the political 

headquarters and cultural centre of an 

area as immense as China.” 

 

Industry 
Beijing is among the most developed 

cities in China, it was the first post-

industrial city in mainland China. Beijing 

is home to 41 Fortune Global 500 

companies, the second most in the world 

behind Tokyo, and over 100 of the 

largest companies in China. Its overall 

economic influence has been ranked 

number 1 by PwC. 

 
Beijing Economic Technological 

Development Zone data was reported at 

136,646.710 RMB mln in Dec 2017. By 

the end of 2018, Beijing GDP was 3,032 

trln RMB, it grew 6,6% comparing to last 

year. In 2018, Beijing’s tertiary industry 

accounted for more than 80% of the city’s 

GDP, while industrial and manufacturing 

sector, accounted for most of the 

remaining 20%. 

 
The Beijing central business district 

(CBD), centred on the Guomao area, has 

been identified as the city’s new 

General 
Beijing, sometimes romanized as Peking, 

is the capital of the People’s Republic of 

China and one of the most populous cities 

in the world. The metropolis, located in 

northern China, is governed as a direct- 

controlled municipality under the national 

government, with 14 urban and suburban 

districts and two rural counties. Beijing 

Municipality is surrounded by Hebei 

Province with the exception of 

neighbouring Tianjin Municipality to the 

southeast. 

 
Beijing is the second largest Chinese city 

by urban population after Shanghai and is 

the nation’s political, cultural, and 

educational centre. It is home to the 

headquarters of most of China’s largest 

state-owned companies, and is a major 

hub for the national highway, expressway, 

railway, and high-speed rail  networks. 

The Beijing Capital International Airport is 

the second busiest in the world by 

passenger traffic. 

 
The city’s history dates back three 

millennia. As the last of the Four Great 

Ancient Capitals of China, Beijing has 

been the political centre of the country for 

much of the past eight centuries. The city 

is renowned for its opulent palaces, 

temples, gardens, tombs, walls and gates, 

“The CBD is home 
to a variety of 

corporate regional 
headquarters, 

shopping 
precincts, and 

high-end housing.” 

City guide: Beijing 
 



 
 

Nine expressways of China serve 

Beijing, as do eleven China National 

Highways. Beijing’s urban transport is 

dependent upon eight “ring roads” that 

concentrically surround the city, with 

the Forbidden City area marked as the 

geographical center for the rings roads. 

The ring roads appear more 

rectangular than ring shaped and there 

is no official “1st Ring Road.”  

 

Dining 
What about cuisine? If you wish to try a 

Beijing specialty, you must visit a 

Beijing roast duck restaurant. There 

are numerous brands for every budget 

and most duck restaurants will have a 

wide variety of other popular Chinese 

dishes to choose from to compliment 

the  main  course.  If you feel like a 

break from Chinese food, there are 

numerous Western-specialised 

restaurants located all around the city.  

“Beijing’s five ring 
roads concentrically 

surround the city with 
the Forbidden City as 

the geographical 
centre.” 

Bars and Clubs 
If you feel like going out for a drink in Beijing there are 

various places to go. Spark Club is a bar frequented by 

Expats, with live music common. If you like to sit out in 

the open while enjoying the lively city life, The QBar is 

the place to go. You will find a variety of other bars 

simply by asking your taxi driver to take you to Gong Ti 

(Workers Stadium) in the centre of Chaoyang district – 

numerous expat-populated bars and dance clubs are 

merely few minutes walk from one another. 

 

Shopping 
San Li Tun is the ideal place for all of your shopping 

needs. Here you will find everything: foreign groceries, 

previously-elusive appliances and much more. It is 

located right in the centre of the Chaoyang district, a few 

minutes walk from the Beijing Workers Stadium. If you 

don’t live close to Chaoyang district there are 

alternatives such as Solana Shopping Center, Parkview 

Green, The Place, Wangfujing, China World, and many 

many others. 

 
In terms of specific foreign supermarkets for when you 

really crave something from back home, Beijing is well- 

served. On top of the usual international supermarkets 

such as Carrefour, Metro and Walmart, the city has  a 

two well-established chains Jenny Lou’s and April 

Gourmet which are also well-stocked with foreign wines, 

cheeses, and beer. 

central business district, and is 

home to a variety of corporate 

regional headquarters, shopping 

precincts, and high-end housing. 

Beijing Financial Street, in the 

Fuxingmen and Fuchengmen area, 

is a traditional financial center. The 

Wangfujing and Xidan areas are 

major shopping districts. 

Zhongguancun, dubbed “China’s 

Silicon Valley”, continues to be a 

major center in electronics and 

computer-related industries, as well 

as pharmaceuticals-related 

research. 

 

Transport 
Beijing is an important transport 

hub in North China with eight ring 

roads, nine expressways, eleven 

National Highways, nine 

conventional railways, and two 

high-speed railways converging on 

the city. 

 
Beijing is connected by road links  

to all parts of China as part of the 

National Trunk Road Network. 

“San Li Tun is the ideal 
place for all of your 
shopping needs.” 



The Forbidden City 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

”The Temple 

of Heaven is 

a UNESCO 

World 

Heritage 

Site” 

School 
Beijing has over 40 international schools 

throughout the city divided into two main 

areas – downtown and Shunyi. Curriculums 

from all over the world can be found ranging 

from American, British, French, German, and 

many more. 

 

Doctor 
There are currently 29 hospitals in Beijing that 

meet international standards and take 

international insurance. They are all open 24- 

hours with English-speaking hotline. Some of 

them include: Beijing United Family Hospital, 

International SOS, Amcare Women’s and 

Children’s Hospital, Beijing Vista Clinic, and 

American-SINO Hospital. 

Mailing 

When sending post from China abroad, you 

will need to go to visit your local post office. If 

you are not fluent in Mandarin, you will most 

likely require a translator or fluent-speaking 

friend for assistance, since there is no 

guarantee that any employees at the branch 

will speak English. Alternatively, you may 

wish to call a delivery company to come and 

pick up your post for you – however this is 

likely to cost more. 

Internet 

If you are worried about internet accessibility 

– fear not, VPNs are very accessible. Internet 

services are commonly provided by your 

landlord, and if this is the case the cost will be 

included in your rent. If you wish to obtain a 

faster service, this can be done by contacting 

your Maxxelli Consultant. 

Places of Interest 

At the historical heart of Beijing lies the 

Forbidden City, the enormous palace 

compound that was the home of the 

emperors of the Ming and Qing 

dynasties; the Forbidden City hosts the 

Palace Museum, which contains 

imperial collections of Chinese art. 

Surrounding the Forbidden City are 

several former imperial gardens, parks, 

and scenic areas, notably Beihai, 

Shichahai, Zhongnanhai, Jingshan, and 

Zhongshan. These places, particularly 

Beihai Park, are described as 

masterpieces of Chinese gardening art, 

and are popular tourist destinations with 

tremendous historical importance; in the 

modern era Zhangnanhai has also been 

the political heart of various Chinese 

governments and regimes and is now 

the headquarters of the Communist 

Party of China and the State Council. 

From Tiananmen Square, right across 

from the Forbidden City, there are 

several notable sites, such as the 

Tiananmen, Qianmen, the Great Hall of 

the People, the National Museum of 

China, the Monument to the People’s 

Heroes, and the Mausoleum of Mao 

Zedong. The Summer Palace and Old 

Summer Palace both lie at the western 

part of the city; the former, a UNESCO 

World Heritage Site, contains a 

comprehensive collection of imperial 

gardens and palaces that served as the 

summer retreat for the Qing emperors. 

Among the best known religious sites in 

the city is the Temple of Heaven, 

located in southeastern Beijing, also a 

UNESCO World Heritage Site, where 

emperors of the Ming and Qing 

dynasties made visits for annual 

ceremonies of prayers to Heaven for 

good harvest. 

Which social 
activities can I 

do? 

In terms of social 
activities, the city 
has much to offer. 

From Chinese 
foodie tours to 

Comedy Clubs to 
international sports 
& concerts to Hey- 

robics dance 
classes, Beijing 
really does offer 
everything under 
the sun. With a 
thriving expat 

community always 
on hand – there is 

never a lack of 
creative social 

events to attend on 
any given day. 

Multiple Chambers 
of Commerce also 
organize activities 

for business 
networking all over 

the city. 



 

Domestic Help 
If you need domestic help like an ayi or a driver, Maxxelli 

will as a standard help you sort this out. If you want to 

look for your own, Google serves a list of opportunities. 

 

Banking 
Consider opening a Chinese bank account. Opening one 

in China can be complicated if the bank employs no 

English speakers. Therefore, again, a translator would be 

recommended. This article will provide a more detailed, 

step-by-step guide in opening a Chinese bank account. 

 

Telecommunication 
It is recommended to buy a local GSM SIM card if your 

phone isn’t locked to other networks. But if your phone is 

locked and you want to buy a Chinese one, there are tons 

of stores selling inexpensive phones everywhere. There 

are two main mobile phone operators in China, China 

Mobile and China Unicom. 

 

For further information on living 

and working in Beijing, or 

anywhere else in China, please 

check out the Maxxelli Consulting . 

All of the information listed in the 

Beijing City Guide can be found in 

detail on the Maxxelli Consulting. 

 

 
Parking 
Due to the sheer numbers of cars in Beijing, you 

will have to pay for your parking almost 

everywhere. In the centre of the city, hotels and 

other large building complexes are good places 

to find a parking spot. Spaces are priced at 

usually around 7 Yuan per hour; however, you 

can often get discounts for long-term stays. If 

you wish to rent your own parking spot, you will 

be looking at paying roughly 500 Yuan a month. 

 

Pets 
You are usually only allowed to bring one pet 

with you to China per adult passport. If you are 

planning on taking your pet with you, you will 

need to ensure you have all relevant health and 

vaccination certificates in order. In addition, you 

will need to provide your Chinese residential 

details. Once your pet arrives, it will have to be 

placed in between 15-30 days of quarantine in 

order to be checked upon. Whether or not you 

can keep your pet in your house/apartment is up 

to your landlord – therefore it is essential to ask 

their permission prior to your arrival. Here you 

can find more information. 

 

PSB 
Upon arrival in China, you will also need to 

register yourself with your local public security 

bureau (usually a police station), to ensure the 

Chinese authorities know that you are living 

here legally. 

 

Garbage Disposal 
Garbage will be disposed of in the relevant 

containers as provided by your building. Even 

for bigger garbage or recyclables, these can 

also be left at the same garbage site and 

maintenance will take care of it. 

 

Voltage 
In China, the voltage is 220-240V. Standard 

Type A, common Type I and Type C plugs can 

be used in this outlet. If you have appliances 

requiring 110V, you will easily find step-down 

voltage converters. 

 

Emergency numbers 

 

Fire department: 119 
Police: 110 
Ambulance: 120 
BJU Hospital 24-hour Hotline: 
010 59277120 

 

  

Opened officially in 2012, 
the Beijing-Shanghai High- 
Speed Train departs from 
Beijing South Station and 
travels over 300 km per 
hour taking just over 5 
hours commute time. 

http://maxxelli-consulting.com/expats-how-to-open-a-chinese-bank-account/
http://maxxelli-consulting.com/
http://maxxelli-consulting.com/taking-pets-to-china/


 

Tenant Lease Information 
 

Below are the common issues and misconceptions throughout China. Maxxelli will attempt to alleviate any 

stresses felt from these items, and have tools and systems to ensure efficiency, but the items listed may vary 

greatly and are important to understand. Please be sure to ask your Maxxelli Consultant for any further 

explanations. 

 
Property Representation 

Open Market –Unlike many Western 

Countries, landlords in China are free to list 

their property with as many agents as they 

wish.  This   means  Maxxelli   has   access  to 

nearly any property available, regardless of 

whether or not it’s listed in our database 

currently. 

 
Rental Rates 

Local agencies list Net rental prices which do 

not include tax or compound management 

fees. Maxxelli will always list the Gross Rental 

price. Your Property Schedule will list clearly 

what’s included in the Gross Rental! 

*Note: If your company is paying rent, 

the rental must usually include taxes 

and management fees*. 

“Management Fees” as mentioned by 

our Consultants are compound 

management fees (condo fees) and 

are not a Maxxelli management fee. 

 
Requests for Property Alterations 

Properties in China usually come fully 

decorated    and    furnished.    Negotiating for 

changes is possible, but it is entirely 

dependent on the situation and is likely to 

cause an increase in rental. Not all landlords 

are willing to renovate or move/add furniture 

and inexpensive storage options are not 

readily available. Even something as simple  

as hanging a painting on the wall may require 

landlord permission. 

Satellite 

Foreign Satellite TV is non-government sponsored 

for residential use in China. The available systems 

are pirated, unstable, and need constant upgrading 

to keep up with efforts to block piracy via 

technological advances. Even if your property has a 

satellite or your landlord agrees to install one, 

please be prepared to maintain the costs of this unit 

personally. Should your property not have one and 

you wish to have one installed, we can provide the 

necessary contacts. 

 
Online Housing Sources 

There are numerous online housing sources 

available. It is important to remember that the 

majority of what is seen online is either fake, out of 

date, or local agents searching for new leads and 

doing a “bait and switch.” If you do find something 

online of course do not hesitate to send it to your 

Maxxelli representative, but please remember there 

is an very high chance that this property is falsely 

advertised. 

 

Customer Service 
At move-in, we’ll show you how to use appliances 

and check the condition of the property with you, as 

well as show you around the compound, introduce 

you to the management office, and show you where 

to pay bills. Following the move-in you will be 

assigned one Customer Service Agent for the length 

of your lease. 



 

Maxxelli Relocation Products 
 

At Maxxelli we strive to be the best in the industry and are always searching for ways to innovate in order to 

better serve our clients throughout our entire network. Below there is our website that have evolved over the 

years to support the expat community. These were created with the sole purpose of making your life in China 

more efficient. 

 

Maxxelli Consulting 

http://maxxelli-

consulting.com/news/ 

All of the information in the above City Guide 

can be found in detail on the Maxxelli 

Consulting. If you do not find what you are 

looking for, please let your Maxxelli Consultant 

know – We will create a blog article matching 

your need 

http://maxxelli-consulting.com/news/
http://maxxelli-consulting.com/news/

